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42 BA/ Rev., Paul S, Jeong

| was drawn to a video clip on You Quiz not too long ago. It was about “David Linton,
5Sth generation of the family that received Korea’s Merit of Independence Move-
ment”. | tuned in because | was curious about how a foreigner could receive the
Merit of Independence Movement. What | discovered was that he was a descendent
of a missionary who came to Korea 130 years ago. | haven’t heard many positive
things about church on TV and internet. But | was intrigued to see this popular en-
tertainment program talking about the lineage of a missionary family. Missionary
Eugene Bell, who came to Korea from United States in 1895, has descendants still liv-
ing in Korea, currently in 5th generation. His descendants built schools and hospitals,
planted churches in region of Honam. They refused Japanese shrine worship and
supported Korea’s independence movement. After the liberation, they even built a
public restroom where the shrine once stood. His descendants even changed their
last name to “In”. As | was reading comments left by many people watching this pro-
gram that said, “They loved Korea more than the Koreans”, my heart felt warm for
the first time in a long time. What’s even more amazing when watching this program
is that the 3rd generation missionary of Linton family was In Hugh(Hugh Linton).
Missionary In Hugh was doing medical missions work for farmers and fishermen in
Soon Chun region, where | used to live as a child, all his life until he passed away from
a car accident. My memory is a bit faint, but | remember hearing as a child about a
missionary who was in a car accident. Because there weren’'t any ambulances in the
area, he had to be transported to City of Kwangjoo by taxi where he died in route. |
learned through this program that the missionary was In Hugh (Hugh Linton).

| did some more research and learned that a hospital where he worked and the family
residence were at my junior high school. | also learned that my junior high school was
built 110 years ago with offerings from Southern Presbyterian Churches in US. For a
long time, the Southern Presbyterian Churches in US had sponsored a country that
they have never heard of before. | have now learned the story about Linton family,
30 years later. My heart felt ashamed. Even though | attended this school, | did not
know that it was built on life-long sacrifices of missionaries. When | think about it,
there’s nowhere in any part of the school that celebrated these missionaries for the
work they have done. Even the building name is in Korean obscuring the fact that
it was built by a foreigner. However, what is clear and | still remember is the school
motto. | remember the lesson of “Shin-Ae”, to love God and to love our neighbors. |
have memories of weekly worship at chapel time, volunteering at orphanages at the
end of year, and preparing for annual praise/hymn contest. Most of all, | reminisce my
junior high school teachers who were most precious in my life and | could never forget.

Then | realized that the monument missionary Linton and Southern Presbyterian
Churchesin US left behind are not the school, nor historical museum, but they are the
students who learned through this school to “love God and to love our neighbors”.
| wonder about what kind of inheritance of faith we will leave our children and the
next generation. | don’t think we can pass on adequate inheritance even with lifetime
of trying. However, like 5 generations of Linton family, | pray for each generation to
love God and to serve only Jesus. Most of all, | desire to be that person first.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Paul S. Jeong

1000 Meters From the Meeting Place With Him

Joshua 3:14—17

1. Have you ever had a feeling of being distant from God as we live through the Covid pandemic?
Please share how you were able to overcome this.

2. The people of Israel attempted to cross the Jordan at harvest time. When was this and what was
the condition of the Jordan? (Josh 3:15)

3. Inv. 16t is said that the water piled up in a heap at a town called Adam.

a. How far away was this from the place where the people of Israel were to cross the river and
what does this mean?

b. Discuss the meaning of “as soon as” in v. 15 (as they crossed over in v. 16)

4. What does the distance between the Ark of the Covenant and the people (us) represent?
How can we reduce this distance?

5. What is the evidence that we can boldly approach God? Please share how we will resolve to be
closer to God.

m Song in Response: Gaze On Jesus



