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HIAA ZAL / Rev. Kyung Chul Park

Last week, my wife shared with me a phone conversation she had
with someone we knew from Korea. The deaconess is divorced and
raising a son by herself. The conversation was about difficulty she was
having with her junior high son. Her son was in elementary school
when we were in Korea. Even though they shared in a conversation
about hard times, my wife said that she was delighted and had a good
sharing. So, | asked, “Why would you say that was a good conversa-
tion?” My wife said calmly, “The deaconess asked to share her story
as an illustration in your sermon if it can comfort and help someone?
That’s why, for me, it was a good conversation~!” As | went to bed, |
could not stop thinking about her story whose life depended on God,
and how her story can be a strength to someone.

If I want to glorify God by sharing my life’s testimony, what kind of
testimony will I share? For me, one day when | become a senior pastor
of a big church, | would want to glorify God by sharing the history of
how God led me. If we don’t have anything to be proud of, we may
feel we cannot glorify God.

However, as a believer, | thought about a testimony from the Bible
that gave God the greatest glory. My heart rested on the story of
Jesus’ cross, unclothed and hearing shameful words. Why was God
most glorified there? There was no pride there. It was a place of salva-
tion for me who was being swept away toward death. Even now, the
shameful story of cross is a good news that will save mankind.

Do you want to hide your story because it is not something to be
proud of as a believer of Jesus, such as difficult problems with raising
children that will not resolve, illnesses, or financial difficulties? How-
ever, if Jesus is in your situation, by the strength of Jesus Christ, you
should be proud of and witness to Jesus Christ who is in your midst

“May | never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through
which the world has been crucified to me, and | to the world.”(Gala-
tians 6:14)
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FIRM FOUNDATION

BYM HS Retreat

Fear of the future. Fear of status. Fear of failure. Fear of change. Fear stems from uncertainty. This past year
there was much uncertainty for students whose rhythms of life were radically changed. Even now, there is still
uncertainty of going back to normal. The good news is that the darker it gets, the brighter the light shines. When
life becomes more uncertain, we hold on even more to what is certain. When life starts to crumble away, we get
to stand on what truly remains. Our high school retreat theme is "Firm Foundation" because we want our students
to stand firm in the never-changing love of God in an ever-changing world. We want our students to be able to
boldly proclaim that Jesus is their firm foundation: "On Christ the solid rock | stand All other ground is sinking sand
All other ground is sinking sand"
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(Philippians 2:14—18)
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1. Have you experienced exercising to strengthen parts of your body? Apply to Life P o
#

2. Paulis ordering four things for Philippians church to ‘work out’ their own salvation. Fill in the blanks
below and share the workouts that you need to do.

1) (v.14, Ref: Ex 16:2-3, 1Pet 4:9)
2) (v.15a)

3) (v.15b)

4) (v.16-17, 1Co 15:18)

3. Share which workout you should put your greatest effort into and then pray for each other.

m Song in Response: Have You Failed in Your Plan(Hymn 509), The Almighty God with His Power



