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Our Bethel full-time pastors meet offsite every year in August to
plan for the following year. It's a meeting to decide on our next
year's motto, examine every ministry, assess major changes and
make plans. Like the year before, this year's meeting was held in
Seattle. In this uncertain time, the meeting was to prepare and plan
for creative and active ministries for post-pandemic phase. Most of
our pastors stayed locally during pandemic. They were nervous and

excited to get on an airplane for the first time in almost 2 years.
Even the checking in process felt strange.

I am especially thankful to many church members for their thought-
ful encouragement for this meeting. | would like to take this op-
portunity to convey a special thanks. During our stay, as we have
done through pandemic, we took time to hike some of the moun-
tains near Seattle. Being in the creation of God's beautiful nature,
praises came out naturally as we hiked Mt. Rainier and Hurricane
Ridge Hill. It was amazing how deers, squirrels, beavers, and ra-
vens approached us without fear. We were impressed by ravens
flying the sky as if it's their world at the top of the mountain. Wind
was so strong on the mountains that we had to hold our hats as
we walked. Ravens spread their wings and glided through the sky
without moving their wings until a gust of wind would make them
fall. Then they would spread their wings again to soar with all their
might through the wind only to fall again, and kept repeating. As
we were watching this in amusement, someone said, "ravens here
think they are hawks!" We all had a good laugh. Then | thought
that these ravens imitating hawks are exactly like Christian identity.

We were like ravens, who had no choice but to die for our sins.
But we were restored in the image of God, like soaring hawk, we
have been saved as His masterpiece. We still have old habits that
cause us to fall. Yet God still makes us His heavenly children and
continues to encourage us to spread our wings and soar like hawks.
There are great hardships and temptations today like gusty winds.
Even though we spread our wings at the top of the mountain and
often fall like the ravens, we again muster the courage to spread
our wings in the face of gusty wind. Unlike the ravens that hop on
asphalt roads eating carcasses of squirrels, uncompromising to sin,
we must have pride in our faith in Jesus and promise to spread our
wings of faith to soar through the blue sky.
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CEEsIEED Resetto Joy Series (13) Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

Jjmoz & Beware of Dogs
(Philippians 3:1-3)

1. Dementia is essentially a disease of losing intelligent memory. If we were to have a disease that Apply to Life P o

loses memory of God's grace, what will we call that disease?

2. Paul uses strong words “look out for the dogs”. That's because this is directly related to our safety.
Examine the following verses and share what will happen when we lose purity of the gospel.
(w.1-2, Ref: Matt 7:6, 2 Pet 2:22, Lu 16:21, Acts 17:21)

3. Paul encourages to “rejoice in the Lord". This contains meaning that joy outside of the Lord is
dangerous. Define what it means to rejoice in the Lord from v.3. (v.3, Ref:2Cor 11:13-15, Gal 1:8,
Gal 5:12)

4. share stories of rejoicing in the Lord from cell families.

m Song in Response: The Trusting Heart to Jesus Cling (Hymn 455)



