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Strength in Midst of Grace
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Since the pandemic, most of home visits | made have been to Acacia Se-
nior Apartments. Every week, our senior pastor would ask me to deliver
Sunday bulletins and care for them. Unless there’s other commitment, |
would go there almost every week. What‘s unusual is that | thought | was
going there to comfort and encourage seniors, but when | return home, |
am strengthened and blessed.

A few weeks ago, | visited deaconess Moon Soo Bok (93 years old) who
had a perfect attendance during Elijah Early Morning Prayer. Deaconess
still has very good vision and can read the Bible, but she is hard of hear-
ing. There were times | was not able to visit her because she could not
hear my hard knocking on her door. On this day she heard my knock, and
| was able to visit her. | walked in and asked her first how she was. She
said she had heart issues and that she went to emergency room 6 times
during the pandemic. | felt very sad. As she was talking, | could see that
breathing wasn’t easy for her. After the greeting, | opened the Bible and
hymnal, and gave summary of the past Sunday’s sermon. As she listened,
she began to be blessed and responded with ‘Amen, amen’. We ended
with the Lord’s Prayer. Then she immediately raised her two hands with
her eyes closed, and began to sing “Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
that saved a wretched like me”. It was truly a praise of thanks for God’s
grace, like a child. She was so frail, having difficulty breathing. It touched
me greatly as | watched her praise out of grace, being blessed by the
Word, and recognizing her sin. Am | as passionate as her in my life of faith,
in my healthy body? | have been called to be a pastor, but am | thankful
daily like a child for God’s grace, as | live each day? There was a moment
of my repentance.

As | watched her praise, my heart rushed with thanks. | began to praise
with her. We were not in tune or in rhythm, but we were thankful for God’s
grace. | left after having shed bowlful of tears. It was an experience of em-
powerment and restoration as | experienced again in my heart the love of
Jesus’s cross that He bore for me. I think this is God’s wittiness. Even when
body is weak and heart is not well, those that received the grace of Jesus
can affect others around them. Restoring grace is most important. Don’t
you want to confess with me? It is by God’s grace that | am who | am.

2 Tim 2:1“You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.”
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nIY (sawa(h)): v.; = Str6680; TWOT 1887-1. LN 33.323-33.332 (piel) command, order, tell, instruct, give

direction, decree, i.e., state with force/authority what others must do (Ge 2:16)

Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains : Hebrew (Old Testament)
(electronic ed.). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Hong Sik Kim

What Do You See? 2 Samuel 17:11-14

1. Who betrayed David and what is their relationship? Please share your experience of being betrayed
by someone you trust and how you felt.

Name Relationship
(2 Sam 3:1-3)
(1 Chron 27:33)

2. Moses allowed divorce provided that a divorce certificate was issued, but what did Jesus say about it?
(Mat 19:8) If you have any unresolved situation of doing harm or evil to others, please discuss.

3. He commanded (v. 17:14) = Through God's ( ) we find resolution of our evil acts.
(2 Sam15:25, 31)

NIX (sawa(h)): v.; = Str6680; TWOT 1887-1. LN 33.323-33.332 (piel) command, order, tell, instruct, give direction,
decree, i.e., state with force/authority what others must do (Ge 2:16)

Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains : Hebrew (Old Testament) (electronic ed.).
Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc.

4. Have you ever experienced a situation where your presumed perfect plan went badly awry? Or, a
plan that appeared ill-conceived at the start actually bring results that far exceeded expectations?
Please share.

5. Jesus described the pain of being betrayed by Judas Iscariot by quoting a verse in the poem that
David wrote in the aftermath of betrayal by Ahithophel, as described in the Gospel (Psalm 41:9,
John 13:18). Have you had an experience of being betrayed, and the anger and disappointment
that resulted, then recovering through the Gospel? Please share.

m Song in Response: God's Grace (What I've Been So Far)



