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Let’s Eat First!
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ste A / Rev. Bryan Kim
They say that one of the things people missed the most during pan-
demic was going out to restaurants to eat. As restaurants started to
reopen, going to a restaurant with friends felt like decompressing
and becoming freed from depression. Even though servers wore
masks, with distanced seating, and at times converted parking lot
seating, it was still effective. We don’t see many waiters serving food
with masks now. It feels like that fearful and treacherous pandemic

season is almost over when seeing the images of restaurants filled
with customers, flourishing in conversations and enjoying food.

Eating together may seem trivial, but it clearly plays an important
role in people’s physical and mental health. Personally, there’s noth-
ing friendlier than to hear someone ask, “Pastor, let’s have lunch/
dinner together’. Home visitations are pastor’s responsibility, but be-
ing asked to go out to eat feels like a privilege. After a long day of
work, one of the natural things to say is let’s eat first. When a loving
mother asks her son, “Are you eating well?”, it has more meaning
than to simply fill his stomach. To us who are worried about food,
God said “men does not live by bread alone”. He wants us to eat
together to resolve failed relationships. “Here | am! | stand at the
door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, | will
come in and eat with that person, and they with me.” (Rev. 3:20)

Fellowship offering in Old Testament is an offering for reconciliation
of our failed relationship with God, fellowship and reconciliation
with community. Other offerings usually end with burning of sac-
rifice, but fellowship offering requires the person offering to partic-
ipate in eating. Eating together represents reconciliation with God
and with neighbors.

| am reminded of something a pastor, that | respected in my youth,
said. As he was moving far away for his studies, he said to me re-
gretfully, “Hanyo, 'm leaving without having you taste our kimchi--”
Perhaps, since kimchis are so readily available in markets now that
this might not touch you. Back then each household had their own
special kimchi recipes. Tasting their kimchi meant that there was
a special relationship with the family. Those of you who are being
baptized today have been invited to God’s meal table. Do you know
the kimchi taste of God's house? Has God tasted the kimchi at your
house? Let’s eat first.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

o=z : Shalom Sandwich
(Philippians 4:6-9)

1. What s the difference between calculated/intentional crime vs accidental crime?

2. We are reminded that today’s verses consist of exhortations for the saints at the church of Philippi.

In other words, these are verses that one can obey after having experienced the power and grace
of the Gospel. When we receive God's Word (sermon), are there things we able to understand and
obey only by having personally experienced the grace of Gospel?

3. Please list the thoughts that Paul is recommending. (Ref: Gen 39:9)

5) 6)

4. As Christian parents how should we educate our children? Please share ideas and learn from
each other, and pray together. (Ref: Deut 6:7, Prov 7:3)

m Song in Response: Go To Dark Gethsemane, My peace | give unto you

~
Apply to Life .



