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What is a Festival?

287 2AL / Rev. David Kim

Corona, pandemic, epidemic, lockdown, breakthrough infection, and etc.
Such are the words that we have been hearing most often for the past
two years - which all imply a sense of fear. At times it felt inappropriate
for us to laugh or even to say, “Everything will be fine,” to lighten up the
mood. Now there is a word that really does not fit our current situation:
“festival.” It surely seems to be out of place. But, did you know that the
word “saint” (which refers to a believer) has a connotation of a “festival”?
And “festival” conveys a sense of “celebrating and offering sacrifice.”
Thus for us saints (Christians), a festival is an act of sharing the affection
and excitement for our salvation, and offering a sacrifice of thanksgiving
to God who has given us this gift of grace. The grace of salvation that
we have received is something worthy to celebrate with each other. Also
living as children of God on this earth is something to be celebrated. If
we were to lose this festival, then it will be the Christianity without hope.

“Festival” also means worship. It is not a feast just for the sake of having
fun. For a festival of the saints must exalt the name God, who is the object
of our worship. What is worship? It is a festival in which we offer our best
to God. So each week, our Bethel Church strives to prepare the glorious
Sunday worship with prayer and the utmost efforts by those who serve.
We also must remember that the gathering of the saints can be a festival of
heaven only if God - who is to be glorified - is not omitted. In that sense, our
Thanksgiving Festival, which we will have next week, has a greater meaning
than just coming together as a community. We are now going through a
difficult time, and we are hearing the news of despair amid great adversity.
But, it was in such time that the light of gratitude shined even more. Our
Savior Jesus is the light of the world who came to us in the middle of a dark
night. This light is still shining through his people who offer festivals in all
places. The gathering of the children of this light - celebrating the grace
of salvation and offering a sacrifice of thanksgiving to God - is our festival.

In this season of thanksgiving, as we remember the essence of this festival,
let us enjoy a heavenly festival in one faith as Bethel families. Above all,
| hope that this will be a festival of the saints through which God will be
glorified. “The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies me; to
one who orders his way rightly | will show the salvation of God” (Ps 50:23).
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. David Kim

Grateful Person Habakkuk 3:17-19

1. Are you the type of person who makes problems with complaints or the one who overcomes
problems with gratitude? Share one of the complaints and gratitude that happened to you during
the week.

2. We can see the prophet Habakkuk complaining to God in a situation where he cannot be thankful
at all. (Habakkuk 1:2-3, 13) But what eventually became the source of his faith? (Habakkuk 3:18-19)

3. How is the tone of this hymn sung by Habakkuk in today's text? Compose the following song with a
heart that confesses your gratitude applying your own situation in God's word. (Ref / Psalm 28:7-8,
Isaiah 12:2, Ephesians 6:10)

Even if | don't have right now

The Lord is my

4. Which position have you been called to since you decided to live as a grateful person? If you put the
word “grateful” in front of that position, which part of you is urgently needed to change? Share and
pray for one another.

m Song in Response: Grace



