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Lead Pastor's Column

Zmo[al vs, ZIH -

Spiderman vs. God-man
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ste A / Rev. Bryan Kim
Spiderman movie is a big topic nowadays. It has been 2 years since movie
theatres closed doors due to pandemic. As the movie theatres began to
open, [Spiderman-No Way Home] was released just in time to lead a way
to a blockbuster movie. Spiderman is a super hero that first appeared in
1960’s comic books. It's probably not wrong to say that | grew up with
it. However, this super hero has embraced people’s hearts and has been
made into cartoons on TV and many movies. The story begins with an
average boy, Peter Parker who was bitten by a spider exposed to radia-
tion. He receives amazing spider powers. For example, he is able to sense
danger before it occurs. He is able to attach himself to vertical surfaces
and walk upside down. He becomes a person with super power who can
shoot out strong spiderweb from his wrist to fly from building to building.
Peter Parker was a high school student from Queens, N.Y., who was too
shy to confess to a girl he liked. His parents died from a plane crash. He
was a teenager, with low self-esteem, living with his uncle. He was bullied
as a student. Even as a freelance photographer, he was not adjusting well
to society. He was a loner. But the spider bite incident changed his life.
He actively works as Spiderman in secret, saving the girl he had crush on
from danger, eliminating evil people from society, and becomes people’s
hero. What his uncle said, ‘With great power comes great responsibility
becomes his motto. He hides his identity while doing amazing things be-
hind his mask. He is a person but, unlike an average person, he possesses
super power, He is normal when his mask is off, but when the mask is on,
he becomes a super hero courageously fighting evil.

This is where | find Spiderman’s charm. With super power, he heroical-
ly saves people. But, no one knows that Peter Parker is the Spiderman.
When people do great work, they want to be recognized. But Peter Park-
er hides his identity as Spiderman, and continues to quietly save people
only to disappear. You would think that he would want to reveal his iden-
tity and fight evil in open and become a hero. But he hides his identity and
does everything behind his mask. Perhaps this is the reason why the story
of Spiderman did not disappear, and is still around us.

From that perspective, Jesus Christ, who came as God-man, is similar to
Spiderman. Jesus, who is a man but also God, does not work for his own
glory. He had to carry the cross in midst of people’s envy and jealousy. He
who could summon more than 12 legions of angels remained silent as a
lamb before a shearer (Matt 26). As we look back on this year, we repent
how we struggled to be recognized. To learn self-sacrifice from Spider-
man, we might head toward a movie theatre. Better yet, how about if we
make our steps toward New Year's Worship service?
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

J|Zoz : El{tﬂ Grace Came Even to Caesar's Household
(Philippians 4:20—23)

1. What is Paul's conclusion regarding his discussion and explanation for missionary offerings?
(v. 20, Ref: Phil 1:20-21)

2. Paul delivers his greetings to all the saints of Philippian church. What is the lesson for us from this?
(v. 21a)

3. Who is included among the ones with Paul who are greeting the saints at Philippian church?
Why is this so encouraging? (v. 22)

4. it would not be wrong to say that Paul’s letters always end with this sentence. What is the main
g y Yy
pointin this? As we approach the end of this year, do we have this in our hearts? (v. 23)

m Song in Response: God's Grace
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