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First Song for the New Year
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Everything has a beginning and an end. Starting and finishing is im-
portant to all of us as we have ceremonies for initiation and closure.
Even at Bethel Church, my schedule seems busier at the end of the
year than at the beginning. Every ministry is busy with team closures.
This is because having a beautiful closure is important. Aswe begin a
new year, we share our hopes and dreams. We greet each other with
“Have a Blessed New Year”. This greeting places importance of begin-
ning. Like people say, starting is half the battle. Starting places sig-
nificant meaning in everything we do. An old proverb, “A great tree
can be recognized even from a seedling” also suggests importance of
beginning. Just by looking at a seedling, one could expect what kind
of atree it will grow up to be. Aswe begin a new year, Bethel Church
will have Elijah Early Morning Prayer services. We will determine what
kind of seedling we will be and grow to a tree this year. As a tradition,
Bethel Church will make a new theme song. We will praise God with
determination throughout the year. This theme song will contain our
new motto, our prayers and hope for God.

On December 16th, 1965, Astronauts Walter Schirra and Thomas
Stafford of spaceship Gemini 6, accomplished a historical and success-
ful rendezvous mission with Gemini 7. Schirra then took out a har-
monica and started playing a Christmas carol, and Stafford played the
rhythm with bells. All NASA staff became emotional watching this,
and celebrated as the first song performed in space. The harmonica
and bells are now on display in Air and Space Museum in Washington
D.C. These two instruments are on display because of significance of
the beginning of a new world in space for mankind. Instead of con-
quering a new continent with battles by a powerful nation like in the
olden days, the first step toward space had a message of hope and
peace represented by a Christmas carol rather than war and battles.

This year's motto is “Go Deeper, Go Higher!” Elijah Early Morning
Prayer on the first week of New Year is a time to sow seedling that
will bring us fruit for the year. Like the first performance of carol in
space, our first song for the New Year is [Deeper, Higher]. We will
run through the year with this hope. From our humble place on our
knees, we will spread our wings of faith with the goal of glorifying
God in our midst. As we head toward this brand new year, let's sing
together with all our hearts.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev, Bryan Kim

GAME CHANGER Have A Blessed New Year!

W (Matthew 5:1-3)

1. We greet each other with ‘Have a Blessed New Year'. The world greets with expectation of what Apply to Life
kind of ‘blessing’? (Ref: AW.Tozer [The Pursuit of God])

2. Beatitudes contain lifestyles for heavenly citizens. They are not simply hopeful expectations.
They are natural attitude of believers that reveal Jesus. Write the verse 3 below and memorize.

3. Define below ‘blessed are the poor in spirit'.

1) (Ref: 2Cor 12:10)
2) (Ref: C. S. Lewis [Mere Christianity])
3) (G.K. Chesterton)

4. Am | poor in spirit?

m Song in Response: Weeping Will Not Save Me, You are My All In Al



