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ste A / Rev. Bryan Kim
“Pastor, | have Covid. Please pray for me.” | did not receive very many
prayers like that last year. This year, | receive requests for prayer every
other day on Corona virus. This is a proof that many of us are suffering
from Covid. Now that | have had Covid, many people have called to let me
know that they are praying for me. Those who unknowingly called with
prayer request said that they are in the same boat, and that they will pray
even harder. Perhaps it’s comradery. Obviously, as a pastor, | need to pray

fervently on prayer requests. But, being in the same situation, infected
with Covid, | felt my prayers were even more fervent.

Those that comfort the sick are those that are sick. Those that comfort the
ones in trouble are those that are going through difficulties. If your gift is
whatever you have more than others, then experience of your pain and
suffering that are greater than others is a gift from God to help those that
are going through similar difficulties.

| did not have a car during my seminary years. To get to school, | used to get
rides from an upper classman. During that time, | was comforted by a class-
mate. He was a pastor who did not have a car, and he used to walk to school.
No matter how many times classmates driving by would gesture to give him
rides, he would decline. He would leisurely walk, memorizing the entire book
of Romans. Around that time, a younger colleague, an international student
who had just come from Korea, bought a new car right away and drove around.
In 1980’s, you couldn’t really say ‘amen’ to a seminary student who drove a
brand-new car. He approached me one day and said, ‘it must be hard on you?' |
remember it left me no comfort. However, during my early college days, seeing
my fellow classmate, who majored in voice and did not have a car, comforted
me tremendously, almost felt dreamy, as | watched him walk spring, summet,
fall, and winter. Later on, | heard he met a girl, who majored in engineering.
She supported him through school with her good job and married him. She
became a pastor’s wife and supported her classmate’s ministry.

| wonder whether Jesus’ words “come to me all you heavy laden” would
have moved people’s heart if he were born a son of Roman Emperor. | doubt
that we would pour out our pain to Jesus if he had not carried the cross. In
Hebrews, it explains that Jesus ‘empathizes’ with our weakness. (Heb 4:15)
Regretfully, the new translation of Korean Bible uses a word ‘sympathize’.
The original Greek word has much deeper meaning even though it is a root
word for sympathy. The meaning of sympathy is to feel for someone less
fortunate. Empathy is to know the heart of the other because you have ex-
perienced it. | can tell God of my pain because he empathizes with my pain.
Because | have experienced it, | will be on my knees in prayer with empathy
for our congregation who are suffering from Covid.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

GAME CHANGER Who will Inherit the Earth?

W (Matthew 5:5)

1. ‘Feast of Dedication’ in John 10:22 is what kind of holiday to the Jews? Apply to Life

2. Earth is a symbol of God's blessings and fulfillment of His promise. In reading the reference verses,
what does it mean to possess the land? (Ref: Gen 3:23, Gen 12:1-3, Ps 37:9, 11)

3. What is meek that Bible is speaking of?

1) (2 Cor 10:1, Gal 6:1, 2 Tim 2:25)
2) (Nu 12:3)
3) (Matt 11:28-29, Is 53:10)

m Song in Response: Since Christ my soul from sin set free



