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ste A / Rev. Bryan Kim
Not too far from now, there will be an election for Korea’s 20th president. Citi-
zens living abroad have already started voting last Wednesday. All of the can-
didates in this election are said to be disliked in all of history. In exercising their
rights to vote, all of the citizens are contemplating this election with much care.
Even in selecting a class president of an elementary school requires presenta-
tion of candidates” ambitious policies. Electing a PTA president requires serious

and careful consideration to distinguish a gem. Work of choosing a president of
a country must require even more serious considerations.

Honestly, promises made during a campaign are seldomly kept after they’ve
been elected. Instead of examining candidates’ complex and ambiguous poli-
cies, we often cast our votes based on candidate’s image. However, there is one
wisdom | have learned, from a pastor’s perspective of having gone through
elections from Junior/High school to numerous elections within the church. A
person isn’t qualified to be a leader if he has to bring out negative aspects of
his opponent to gain votes for himself. The first reason is that he doesn’t have
the character to embrace his opponent. Second, he doesn’t have what it takes
to be elected unless he disparages others. Negativities play a definite part in
election strategies. That’s because the result is immediate. No matter what it
takes, regardless of defamation charges, candidates frantically search for each
other’s secrets and scandals as if that is the only way to win an election.

Let’s say the world is that way. What about us believers: how do we distinguish
a gem within our church? There is a hymn lyric that says, “Shun evil compan-
ions, bad language disdain, God's Name hold in reverence, nor take it in vain...”
How do we find faithful friends who can be our joyful companion in this faith
journey for all of our lives? One wisdom | have learned is that we must be
careful with people who have nothing but negative things to say. The reason
is self-explanatory. First, this person lacks character of faith. If a believer lacks
character of positivity, then the person has nothing but to be a troublemak-
er instead of peacemaker. Second, like the Bible says, out of overflow of our
hearts, mouth speaks. If the person doesn’t have grace within him/herself,
then nothing but complaints and dissatisfaction comes out of his/her mouth.

People say when choosing a spouse, choose a person who speaks nicely. Take
notice of a person who speaks warmly. Be a person and a friend who resolves
problems with positivity rather than magnifying them. A person that prays
instead of gossiping, and encourages instead of instigating is a gem that dis-
tinguishes.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

SERMON ON THE MOUNT - 8

GAME CHANGER Paradox from Contradictions

A\ 4 (Matthew 5:10-12)

1. Did you try to initiate peace making last week? If so, what was the outcome? (Ref: 1Pet 4:15) Apply to Life

2. In Mark 10:43-44, we find a paradoxical nature in truth. Why are there situations where you are
prosecuted because of righteousness? Please discuss referring to following verses.

1) (Ref: 2Tim 3:12, Phil 1:29)

2) (Ref: John 15:18, 1 Pet 4:12-13)

3. Christians were not problem children frequently subject to prosecution. Read the following verses
and share what kind of lives we are living.

* Acts 2:46-47 ...praising God and ( ) of all the people. And the Lord added

to their number daily those who were being saved.

* Acts 5:12-13 ...No one else dared join them, even though they were ( )

by the people.
4. What would be the reasons they can be happy even while being prosecuted? (v. 10, 12)

1) (Ref: Acts 5:41)

2) (Ref: Heb 11:26, Mark 10:45, 2Tim 4:6-7)

5. Please pray for North Korean and the world's saints who are being prosecuted because of their
religious beliefs.

m Song in Response: Faith of Our Fathers



