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Naeronambul Dilemma
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Among four-letter Chinese expressions that came up this year, number
one voted by professors, above 'Huanmuchi'(your face is so hot that you
don't realize the shame) and 'gyukhwasoyang'(scratching an itch over
shoe), was 'ashitabi'(I'm right, others are wrong). Korean expression for
'ashitabi is 'naeronambul’, and this word has become international. New
York Times reported last year that citizens were Naeronambul about dev-
astating result of the ruling party on mayoral elections in city of Seoul and
Busan. After the word in Korean, it was followed by an English explanation,
'if Ido it, it's romance, if others do it, they call it an extramarital affair’. This
expression 'if 1 do it, it's romance, if others do it, it's an extramarital af-
fair' must have been used often enough that it even influenced four-letter
Chinese expressions in the year, as well as becoming internationalized by
being used in a foreign newspaper.

In the past, difference between romance and scandal was told that if it's not
caught, it's romance; if it's caught, it's scandal. Bombing of Ukraine by Rus-
sia in the name of self-defense is exactly what naeronambul is. Naeronam-
bul also appears in the Bible. They are the Pharisees. If | do it, it's righteous,
if others do it, it's boasting. If 1 do it, | should be praised; if others do it, they
should be criticized. To distinguish the tendency to insist that what | do is
different than others, Hebrew word 'Pharisee’ was derived from 'parouch’.

Bible records that Pharisees prayed loud so others can hear. A Pharisee
and a tax collector went up to the temple to pray. Pharisee prayed, 'Thank
you, Lord, that | am not an adulterer or even like this tax collector'. On
the contrary, the tax collector did not compare himself to the Pharisee.
In fact, out of remorse, he couldn't even look up to heaven. Instead, he
beat his chest, praying 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner'. At that moment,
Jesus spoke crushing words that it wasn't the Pharisee, but it was the tax
collector who was righteous. Having been justified, he went home. (Lu
18) Righteousness that distinguishes our actions must be reflected from
our hearts. Pharisees’ naeronambul of self-elevation was uncovered. They
were already unpleasant enough being compared to tax collector. To be
told by Jesus that they are worse than a tax collector really flipped their
€gos. Jesus said, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Phari-
sees, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.(Matt 5:20) That
is our dilemma. When | don't do well, | become a repenting tax collector. If
| do well, | become a righteous Pharisee. Thus, we too, like Pharisees, give
excuses of yet another kind of naeronambul.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

GAME CHANGER Little Gold and an Qil Lamp

W (Matthew 5:13-16)

Does salt have many functions in our lives? What type of functions is the scripture talking about? Apply to Life
(V 13, Ref/ Job 6:6, 2 Samuel 19:35, Col 4:6, Psalm 119:103)

What are the functions of salt the verses below metaphorically refer to?
Job 34:3 For the ear tests ( ) as the tongue tastes food.
Col 4:6 Let your ( ) be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may

know how to answer everyone.

Acts 1:4 On one occasion, while he was ( ) them, he gave them this command....(NIV)

How will our taste be changed if we receive the Beatitudes? (Ref/ Psalm 119:103, Psalm 34:8)

You can say that the role of shining the light on many people to glorify God requires a lot of hard
work and sacrifice. What does the Scripture say in one word? (Vv15-16)

Read the following verses and share the secret of influence.

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his

wonderful ( ).

2 Cor 4:6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light ( )in
our hearts to give us the ( ) of the knowledge of God's glory displayed in the
face of Christ.

m Song in Response: Von Guten Machten



