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One Who Remains and One Who Leaves
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28t 2A} /Jgev. Bryan Kim
The church | served 30 Years ago was a campus church where members were
mostly comprised of Korean foreign students and 2nd generation college stu-
dents. We also had immigrant members. We all served together. One time,
there was a discussion about which group had it harder than the others. Was
it harder for foreign students or people who immigrated here? For foreign stu-
dents, everything was new and unfamiliar. It was hard trying to study and write
thesis in English. For the immigrants, it was just as hard, but saying goodbye
to graduating foreign students was harder. The foreign students insisted that it
was easier for immigrants because they had their homes and families here and
did not have to live a nomadic life. As church’s senior pastor, | sided with the

immigrants, who were left to take care of the church, that they had it harder
than the foreign students who went back for their golden careers.

Saying farewell to graduating students was a weekly event on Lord’s Day
during graduation season. When it came time for farewell announcements,
which was right before benediction, the church became a sea of tears. As
a young pastor, this parting sadness was extremely difficult for me. After a
tearful time in May, June brings repetition of picking up new foreign students
from airport, helping to find apartments and used cars. Then, there’s the 2nd
generation college students. Meeting their parents who came to drop them
off, asking me to “Please take good care of my child”. | gave them words of
comfort. At that time, to me, there were only two types of congregations, one
who leaves and one who remains.

The priority of those who leave would be to overcome yet another unfamiliar
situation rather than to think of those that were left behind. On the other hand,
the emptiness from those who left is huge for people who remain. They longed
for those who left for a long time. The church becomes busy again with newly
arrived foreign students. When this cycle is repeated year after year, you want to
keep a certain distance with new people. However, how could a human relation-
ship work that way? When you work together, making winter kimchi at church,
making and hanging event posters, you become close. You can no long keep
distance but become close until that farewell in May arrives again.

Bethel church has many foreign students, people here on corporate assign-
ments, and those who are newly retired. Not only that, we have immigrants
from Korea, and people who came for the education of their children. Our
Bethel community is comprised of many different people, and this pain of
farewell continues. But, after 30 years of experience, this is what | think. Ones
who leave are the missionaries being sent out, and ones who remain are the
missionaries who will support.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

CGRELRIED
g

SERMON ON THE MOUNT - 11

caMECHANGER A good person who cannot go to heaven

W (Matthew 5:20—26)

4. The Lord says that you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven unless your righteousness Apply to Life
surpasses that of the Pharisees. What kind of righteousness did the Pharisees have? (Vv 20, 22)

2. Ifthe relationship with your brother or sister has been damaged, what do you think the reason is?
Answer the question thinking about the meaning of 'Raca.' (22a)

3. The Bible states that anyone who says, ‘you fool!" will be in danger of the fire of hell. What would be
the reason to say these things to your brother, and why does it mention ‘the fire of hell?’ (22b)

4. Jesus interprets that the sin of being angry with a brother or sister will be the same as the sin of
murder in the Ten Commandments. How can we surpass the righteousness of the Pharisees?
Read the reference verses and answer. (V 21, Ref/ Jeremiah 31:33, Ezekiel 36:27)

5. To be reconciled with your brothers, you must put on the righteousness of Jesus Christ.
What does it mean?

m Song in Response: You are My All in Al



