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Since my grandmother accepted the gospel preached by missionaries in
Pyung-An-Do, our family’s faith has been passed down to me and my chil-
dren. This legacy of faith has been passed down to four generations. My fa-
ther went to a rural farming area to plant a church, where there was none.
Church was home, and home was church to me. | was a child who used to
fall asleep on mother’s back while worshiping, and was carried home on his
father’s back. Everything | heard throughout my life was about church, Bible,
and things that pertained to ministry. | am a cradle-faith Christian, more ac-
curately, cradle orthodox faith. | had spiritual experience of speaking tongue
at 5th grade and knew the Bible. However, when | was a high school senior,
in the midst of stress of college entrance exam, | fell into depression and even
contemplated a suicide. Through experience of having the Word come into my
life, | met God personally, my God not my parents’ God. From that perspective,
| don’t think that parent’s faith is automatically inherited. When | was doing
college ministry, a mother came to visit me. “Pastor, please meet with my child.
My child is a cradle-faith Christian. He wasn’t able to attend church during high
school due to his studies. He now attends college but he won’t go to church.”
The mother was a cell leader at church. Her child grew up as a cradle faith. Af-
ter entering his desired college, Seoul University, he had lost faith. According to
data from ministry research, 53% of young adult Christians are the cradle faith.
Among them, only 33% responded that they attend church due to salvation. That
looks like parent’s faith does not pass on. In a way, perhaps, the cradle faith may
just be for someone who does not have faith. Because gospel message of Jesus,
cross, and salvation slowly seeps in without any emotions, it’s as if there is no
untamed wildness like wild grassland. What | realize as | get older is that the
younger generation may think that they are far more superior in their education,
intellect, logical thinking than their parents. | wonder if their patience of faith,
amount of prayer, and desperate heart for God are far more inferior to their par-
ent’s generation.

Are you of Can’t-Do faith? There are definite advantages who were born as a
Christian. A deeply rooted tree cannot easily be pulled out or die easily. When
you look back carefully, learning to pray by watching, forced to read the Bible,
memorizing verses, frowning while sitting next to parents in worship, all these
experiences as a child definitely became nourishment for me to spread my
own roots of faith. However, for can’t-do faith to change to cradle faith, and
bear fruit, it is necessary to desperately seek and receive and be filled with the
Holy Spirit. “Call to me and | will answer you and tell you great and unsearch-
able things you do not know.”(Jer 33:3) Like that of our parent’s generation, as
we desperately seek with our prayers, to be filled with the Holy Spirit, our loud
prayers will transform us into genuine cradle faith.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Peter Joo

The joy of resurrection will be flown away
if you don’t remember it. Isaiah 53:4-6

1. How do you celebrate your family member's birthday every year? With what kind of heart and
meaning?

2. Summarize the meaning of Jesus’ cross that we must remember.

1) The cross of Jesus makes us realize ( ). (Isa 53:4-5)
2) The cross of Jesus makes us realize that God is ( ). (Isaiah 53:6, Romans 5:8)
3) The cross of Jesus makes us live ( ). (Luke 15)

3. If we have spiritual insensitivity that needs to be overcome, in what ways can we do it? (Isa 53:4)

4. Our previous spiritual suffering has been completely resolved. What kind of joy do you have on that?
(Isaiah 53:5, Ephesians 2:1, 2 Corinthians 5:17, 1 Corinthians 15:55)

m Song in Response: Glory to Jesus, who Died on the Cross



