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My wife went to Korea a couple of weeks ago to take care of some
business. Normally | would be half regretful for not going, and half ex-
pecting of having free time for myself. This time, there was a different
situation waiting at home. | was given a responsibility of taking care
of our dog ‘Maru’, a poodle puppy. Regardless, my wife needed to go
Korea. After taking her to airport, my suffering of dog stress through
Maru began. Every morning and night, it needed to be taken out to
poop. He would bark late into night out of anxiety of missing its mom
owner. | began to feel burdened for leaving him alone at home for too
long.

However, there was one good transformation that began to take place
in me, as | endured this dog stress. As | walked the puppy every morn-
ing and night, | found myself talking to the puppy. The dog does not
understand me and I’'m not much of a talker. The conversation hap-
pens in an amusing and serious tone about how my day went and
things that were hard on me. Schedule of morning and night walks
can be tiring after ministry work. Instead, it brought me a bit of joy.
Maru would stop, lift its hind leg to pee, then look at me with curiosity
as | babbled on.

At that moment | realized that this dog stress is not really a stress...
| felt a bit ashamed to Maru, who is not even a person. | was grateful
knowing that | was being listened to about things from my heart that |
couldn’t talk to others about, and to walk with.

Are you suffering dog stresses lately? Even in that suffering, if you
could discover God’s intention, | think this suffering can bring benefit.
Instead of our own boastful thoughts of ‘there is no way God is in this
situation!”, God is calling us during difficult situation to open our eyes
of faith to see that God is in the midst of our difficult situation. We
need to know God’s intention and desire to hear our difficult stories.
Led by His grace, it will be good if we could live our lives of sharing
difficult stories from the heart that we couldn’t share before. Actually,
it will benefit our faith.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Kyung Chul Park

The Generation in front of the Lamp 1 samuel 3:1-11

1. When do you feel you are like a little child?

2. How does the Bible describe the spiritual darkness during the days when the boy Samuel was
ministered? (Vv. 1-2)

3. Samuel immediately heard God's calling, but Eli only responded after the third time. Share whether
you understand God's calling and deliver it to your children properly. (Vv. 4-9).

4. Share what the word of God means to your life. (Psalm 119:105)

5. Share the reason why we and our children should spend quiet time with God (together).

m Song in Response: | Stand in Awe before the Word



