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Lead Pastor's Column

EAMO]A vs,

Sonsational vs. Linsanity
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| heard a happy welcome news that soccer player Son Heung-Min, who
plays for England’s pro-soccer team Tottenham, became the season’s
highest scorer, and received England’s Premier League Golden Boots
award. This is the first record of not just as a Korean but as an Asian to
receive this award. This is wonderful, and we are all very proud. He dreamt
of this since a child. He said he couldn’t believe that this moment is finally
here. In a league where his hero Cristiano Ronaldo plays, Son was able
to surpass him to reach the highest scorer position. Although unknown,
his father was also a pro-soccer player. He supported and trained his son,
making him the greatest player of our time. What his father drilled into
him especially touched my heart, “Before you become a soccer player,
your humbleness is priority.” On a broadcast, | watched him humbly greet
opposing team’s players after a game. He would run after a kid who’s
being chased out of the field and gives him the jersey off his back. Op-
posing team’s coaches come out to embrace Son after the game. | could
see how his father’s teaching influenced him. This is what made everyone
talk about Son, even created a new word Sonsational.

With the word Sonsational, | am reminded of an NBA basketball play-
er about 10 years ago. Jeremy Lin, who played for NY Knicks. He was
an unknown player until he rose to stardom by raising up his team. Lin
was a basketball player from Harvard University. He was not a player that
pro clubs were interested in. He played for many teams and even was
dropped to minor leagues. He was on a bench as a substitute player for
NY Knicks. There were many injured players at the time. Replacing an in-
jured player, he was sent in to play. After that game, each time he played,
he scored 20, 30 points. At the end of a final game, he successfully scored
3 points, reviving the team. The word ‘Linsanity’ spread. In this pro-bas-
ketball league, where majority of players are black and white, a Harvard
graduate and Taiwanese-American became a star sensationalizing the
world from the NY Madison Square Garden.

In his interview, Lin thanked his fan’s enthusiastic support, but he also
said that he doesn’t want this to get to his head. A news reporter asked
curiously, “What will keep you from (this Linsanity) getting to your
head?” What Lin answered next is something we should all remember. He
said, “I just tried to stay grounded....” “Most importantly, | read my Bible
and remind myself at the end of the day, | am a sinner just like anybody
else. Nothing I do in the court will change that.”
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim
SERMON ON THE MOUNT - 14
GAME CHANGER When Do You Make an Oath?
W (Matthew 5:33-37)
1. Have you made an oath recently? What was the circumstance? Have you made a promise using Apply to Life

2.

phrases like ‘absolutely’ or ‘court wedding’?

God said to take our oaths in His name (Ref: Deut 6:13, 10:20). But, Jesus told us to not make
‘false oaths'. In other words, we tend to make a stronger oath, not with intent to honor it
but more to avoid a difficult moment. What situations are today's verses alluding to? (v. 34-36)

3. Jesus talks about oath taking starting with the phrase “you have heard”. He is saying that we

misunderstand and act incorrectly when making oaths. In other words, we think we are not
responsible as long as we don't make oaths in God's name, instead taking oaths in other names.
But, what is the real reason behind using other names to make oaths? (Ref: Mat 23:16-22)

1)

2)

In Israel's history, an example of using God’'s name in vain was the incident of Eli's two sons, Hophni
and Phinehas, who carried the Ark of the Covenant into battle with Philistines. (1 Sam 4:2-11)

They end up losing the battle and the Ark is taken by the enemy. It is the result of making a
baseless oath, having no intention of keeping honor and truth of God. How about us - have you
made any such oaths?

What is the promise that God made with us? And, did He keep that promise? (Ref: Rom 4:19-25,
Gen 15:6 below)

m Song in Response: Lord Help Me to be Truthful



