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Becoming Seminary Student Again
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It has been so long since | graduated from seminary. It was very nice to
come back to school to study again. The best thing about it is freedom.
Professors are teaching, wearing suit and tie. As student, no one cares if |
enter a classroom wearing blue jeans, t-shirt, and sneakers. Being a pastor,
| have become accustomed to teaching. But being able to open my ears to
hear and to learn was wonderful. | watched younger colleagues learning
alongside of me. They were all senior pastors, and they were very intent
on learning. They were so passionate that they didn’t stop from morning
to night. We ate lunch and dinner together that school provided us. We
would go back to our hotel rooms to do homework. We got up early in
the morning to a quick hotel breakfast. We return to school and take more
classes until dinner time. It felt like we were back in high school again. | had
to concentrate on writing a thesis. | was not able to read books for my thesis
due to ministry and sermon preparation, and that has made this progress
very slow. That is not until now, somewhat being scolded, | am searching
for books to read and finding direction for my thesis. Studying should have
ended in 30’s. In my 60’s, | am wracking my brains trying to study.

3,500 to 4,000 churches close their doors each year in the US. | saw a
report that said that this number increased considerably during the pan-
demic. It seems true that the spiritual current in U.S. has taken a downturn.
Although there are many churches still being planted each year, existing
churches are dying and awaiting the day that their doors will close. No one
wants to close their church doors, particularly the church that they grew
up in. Watching churches struggle, being unenjoyable, and decreasing in
attendance, yet, we don’t know what to do. People just attend churches
habitually. Many pastors came here to study with desperate desire to revive
their churches. In particular, since pastoral leadership is pulpit leadership,
it’s not wrong to say that we need to put effort into delivering the Word
‘correctly’. In our conversations during meal times, we saw pastors’ tears of
frustration. My heart ached listening to stories of struggling alone with no
support, like Azazel* sent out into the middle of wilderness. The seminary
started this Doctor of Ministry program with hopes of helping these pure
hearted pastors with focus on raising up healthy churches. | participate with
younger colleagues, and humbly share my time with them in this endeavor.

* On the Day of Atonement, July 10th, two goats are presented as sin sacrifice
for the year. One goat will be sacrificed and its blood will be scattered on the
Mercy Seat. Other goat is taken and sent out in view of people to a desolate wil-
derness. It represents that our sins will be sent away forever. This goat is Azazel.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim
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SERMON ON THE MOUNT - 16

GAME CHANGER Love in Words

W (Matthew 5:43-48)

1. Are there words that you mistakenly thought were in the Bible, but are not? Apply to Life

2. Let's take God's word that Pharisees used as an example in this passage and compare it to
Leviticus 19:18. (v.43, Ref: Lev 19:34, Ex 23:4-5, Det 22:1, Pro 25:21)

3. Jews thought of ‘Gentiles’ as enemies, but Jesus includes them in the category of ‘neighbor’ and
asks them to do what? (v.44) In your mind, what is the extent of your neighbor?

4. If we were to ask why we have to love our enemies, what would be Jesus' answer?

1) (v.45)

2) (v.47)

5. What is the highest extent of love in words? Let's try that starting today. Then, not only will you
share greetings, it will ultimately lead you to a place of faith. (v.44, w.47-48)

m Song in Response: Gaze on Jesus



