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Will Travel Far for a Good Church ‘;.

2§t 2AL/ Rev. Bryan Kim

Many years ago, we had someone register as a new church member from La
Canada. Many church members asked, “Why do you come from so far away?”
This question made him feel like he was doing something wrong. He came
to me in confusion, and asked for personal advice whether he was doing the
right thing. 1 gave him my answer. “We go far away for a good college. Even
a church, we will travel far for a good church.” This person was very encour-
aged. He registered as a member. Eventually, he moved closer to church.

Our daily lives are changing since the Coronavirus pandemic. With increas-
ing number of people working at home, people driving to work have de-
creased. With added burden of potentially having to pay more for people
to come into the office, many companies allowed people to work at home
without expectation of having them come to the office. Working at home
is usually adequate. Having to go to office means spending money on gas.
Times like now when gas prices are soaring, staying home as much as pos-
sible is a way to save money.

According to a recent survey, commuting time to work has considerably de-
creased. More people are working out of their homes. They prefer a shorter
commute. If average commute took about 25 minutes, there is a clear trend
of changing jobs when the commutes are longer. This phenomenon is no
different for churches. Attendance for many churches is about 60-70% of
what they used to be before the pandemic. Of course, some people have
moved. However, argument on the attendance is that, with development
of online worship, many people prefer to worship online, which they have
become comfortable with during the pandemic. Similar from the survey, av-
erage driving time to go to church was about 6-15 minutes before the pan-
demic, but now 1out of 5 people drive less than 5 minutes to church. Less
than 10% of people are willing to drive 30 minutes or more to go to church.

We have to rethink changing culture of our worship. | don’t think being able
to work at home can be compared to worshiping online at home. The feel-
ing of worshiping in person cannot be duplicated online, no matter how
technically advanced we are. Occasionally, | see TV evangelists praying over
people online, but you cannot experience the prayer in person. A cup of
coffee tastes better in a nice ambiance. Even if we could listen to good mu-
sic at home with nice speakers, we still go to concert to enjoy the ambiance.
We see a masterpiece on Instagram, but we still go to exhibitions to enjoy
the ambiance of the art exhibit. There is the feeling of grace that we can
only share in the place of worship. If we couldn’t go to heaven via online,
then we must commit to be at the place of worship.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim
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SERMON ON THE MOUNT - 17

eamechaneer  Don't be Deceived by Ratings
(Matthew 5:43-48)

1. When you were young, did your parents praised you with “You did well"? Share what you remember. Apply to Life

2. Even though Pharisees practiced righteousness(good deeds), Jesus revealed their motivations
as what? Do you agree that you must search your motivations when doing good deeds?

3. Christians must practice righteousness. Let's organize a few principles that we must be careful
with when doing good deeds.

1) (v.1, Matt 5:16)

2) "...do not sound a trumpet..."(v.2) What is the motivation behind announcing with trumpet?

3) (v.3-4)

What does right hand represent?

4) (w.1, 2, 4, Ref: Gal 6:6-10, Heb 11:24-25, Heb 12:2)

4. Inorder for us to look only to God, what must happen first when doing good deeds?

m Song in Response: Blessed Assurance



