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Returning from 2023 Policy Meeting...
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2§t 2AL/ Rev. Bryan Kim

Every August comes annual policy meeting for Bethel Pastoral staff
to plan for next year. Last year the meeting was held in Seattle. This
year, with ramping up of Covid, we looked for a nearby location that
we could travel by car. We found a place about an hour and half from
church. Temecula is relatively close. It was my first time going there.
It seemed like a planned community with well laid out roads. There
were very pretty areas with brand new houses, and a large hospital.
The weather was nice with breezes. Housing seemed very affordable in
the area and, with vineyards, there is a famous winery. If there were one
negative thing, there is no Bethel Church.

Spending 4 days and 3 nights together promoted a sense of solidarity with-
in our pastoral staff. As we shared QTs together, we had a great time of
understanding each other. During our weekly staff meetings, we usually
spend more of our time giving and receiving reports on projects we are in
charge of. But being able to share our lives and to pray for each other really
brought us together as one Bethel family. We prayed together early in the
morning. We then walked the neighborhoods together with unforgettable
memories of sweats. One of the church Elders came all the way to provide
our first meal of delicious barbeque. Our pastoral staffs were left speechless.
We were touched by all of the Elders and Deaconesses of our church lead-
ership who came to cook and encourage us. “Let’s do our best!” came out
of our lips naturally with pride and joy of being Bethel pastoral members.
Our hearts were inspired. We worked together on plans for our church’s
next year. As a senior pastor, | was most appreciative of our pastoral staff... |
wanted to feed them more with delicious food and encourage them.

Just because you work hard doesn’t necessarily mean you produce
good work. When we play, laugh and exercise together, our hearts be-
come full. I realized that this is when we become even more ambitious
with our work. | wished we could have brought even the part time staff.
However, we finished planning for next year, ended our policy meeting
and headed back to church for Wednesday worship. We were not tired.
Our hearts were still full of will and enthusiasm.

| realized that resting is not to simply stop working. Being together is
resting, and resting becomes energy for doing God’s work. May our
congregation find rest in being together, and be filled with motivation
and joy from that rest.
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M Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

GAME CHANGER Don’t Make Porridgie (S)ntly to End Up Giving It
o Satan

W

(Matthew 6:13)

S
¢

Apply to Life

1.0o you agree with the introductory comments of ‘Screwtape Letters’
by C.S. Lewis?

2. \When we are tested at difficult times, there are two ways to interpret them.
What are they? And, how do you want to interpret them?

3. When faced with a test of temptation, why do you think we fall into them?
(Ref: James 1:14-15, Prov 17:1)

4. Another reason we fall into temptation is ‘evil’. Satan is constantly watching for

an opportunity to attack us in new ways and tactics. Please discuss how we can
prevail against the attacks of evil.

1)
2)

3)

5. When we are tested by temptations, God will give a way out to avoid them.

Please read the referenced verses and share ways to avoid them.
(Ref: Heb 4:15, 1Cor 10:13)

B Song in Response: Yield Not to Temptation (395), Only by Faith
M Closing Song: Theme Song (Go Deeper, Go Higher)



