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2§t 2AL/ Rev. Bryan Kim

As we approach our church’s 46th anniversary, | am overwhelmed by God’s
grace. God has been faithful with the church through almost half a century.
We confess that, if there were good that came out of us, or bore any good
fruit, it is all God’s work. We give all glory to God. And, | would like to thank
our congregation who prays constantly and worships, always sitting in the
same spot whenever | look. There were difficult times that came and gone
like passing street lamps, but we cannot deny God’s guidance and safety
with His staff and rod through each struggle.

When I look back on myself at age 46, it was a time of greatest change in my
life. My family moved from East coast to West coast when my kids were in
high school, 11th and 10th grades. This was a critical time for my kids to have
stability. The move was as adventurous as when | immigrated to U.S. from
Korea. Coming to California, | felt like when Abraham left his familiar home
of Chaldean Ur to go to Canaan. It felt adventurous. Leaving behind four
seasons of East coast, | remember what my daughter said when we arrived
in California. “How come everyone is Korean?” | answered, “Hmm. This is
not U.S. This is Korea.” | laughed thinking of the cultural shock that my kids
would face. When my kindergarten daughter brought home a notice from
school in Korean, | really wondered if we were in Korea.

Our church becomes 46 years old. It is time of stability and smooth ride. On
the other hand, it is time for new challenges to leap forward. Maturity is not
required for stability. It is required for growth. Infants need to drink milk. As
they grow, they are able to chew and eat hard foods. Last 46 years, we have
passed through hard times and gained experiences to know how to get to
a place that we couldn’t when we were immature. It is now time to leap
forward to that place where we couldn’t before.

| like to define maturity this way. Maturity is to embrace together. Young
people are bright and enterprising. However, matured folks have room to
look around and wisdom to go together. No one questions about our name
‘Bethel’ any more (In Korean Bible, Bethel is spelled differently. Our church
name Bethel does not follow the traditional spelling in Korean Bible.). It has
become a proper noun. | don’t really know how and when this Korean spell-
ing of Bethel changed for our church. After 46 years, | see God’s handprint
and His will as we made sacrifices, running the race with dedication, and His
revival. However, we must not remain just as a proper noun. We must be-
come a noun. It is time for us to move forward, leading the faith community.
| bless Bethel that, as Bethel families, our Korean community, and American
mainstream society move together, Bethel will lead the way to His will.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim
SERMON ON THE MOUNT - 24 . 1 . 1
GAME CHANGER Obtain the Insurance of Eternity
W (Matthew 6:13)

1. What s the difference between the Lord's Prayer and today's Scripture? Apply to Life

2. Summarize the meanings of “the kingdom, the power, and the glory” below.

1) (Ref/Matt 25:21, 23)
2) (Ref/Psalm 127:1)
3) (Ref/ 1 Corinthians 10:31)

3. To whom does it say “the kingdom, the power, and the glory” belongs? What does this teach us?
(Ref/Romans 8:14-15)

4. Only the kingdom, the power, and the glory of God are eternal. Think about the meaning of
eternity and confirm whether you have the insurance of eternity or not. (Ref/ John 10:28)

m Song in Response: All the Way My Savior Leads Me (384), This Kingdom



