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ZEiS ZA}/ Rev. Tae Heon Jo

It is that time between seasons, when it’s cold at dawn and hot at noon. My family
is struggling to adapt to this unfamiliar climate that we are experiencing since first
arriving in the United States. As you would expect during this kind of weather,
our second, Hee-eun, had been coughing, and was later diagnosed with pneumo-
nia. But as soon as she began getting better, our firstborn, Hee-geon, got a fever.
Having similar symptoms we took him to the hospital, where we found out he had
an ear infection. During the past week, the house was ringing with their coughing.
Not to mention their agitation and lack of sleep from the exhaustion of antibiotics
and fever-reducing medicines. The whole family was getting quite edgy. The night
we came back from the hospital, our first one's cough got so bad that he vomited
everything he had for dinner before he was finally able to lie in bed. My wife patted
his back and prayed for him as he continued to cough while trying to fall asleep.
She then turned to me and said, "Now, Daddy, please pray for him." But that mo-
ment, | had a strange feeling. ‘What’s the point of praying? After these past four or
five rough nights, force-feeding them medicine, driving their fever up and down,
they are bound to get better, so what’s the use?” Thinking back about it now, it
was extremely immature revealing such a treacherous heart. | ended the night
with a shallow prayer just to go through the motions.

As expected, the next day after another difficult night, Hee-geon coughed all day
and couldn't eat at all, and became listless with another fever. | recalled having
gone to the emergency room with febrile convulsions, so | was terrified. | went
back to read the QT book that | had just glanced over earlier that morning . “When|
applied my mind to know wisdom and to observe the labor that is done on earth—
people getting no sleep day or night— then | saw all that God has done. No one
can comprehend what goes on under the sun. Despite all their efforts to search
it out, no one can discover its meaning. Even if the wise claim they know, they
cannot really comprehend it.” (Eccles. 8:16-17) All this time, | thought while raising
my children, “Okay. This is how to get through ‘this’, and that is for when you do
‘that’.” It had now become arrogance. | had witnessed how hard-hearted | became
as | failed to seek God in prayer. “ Yet because the wicked do not fear God, it will not
go well with them, and their days will not lengthen like a shadow.” (Eccles. 8:13). ‘|
did not fear God! Did my children need to suffer and agonize like this in order that |
realize this and repent? My eyes were bleary with tears as | cried out in repentance.

Coincidentally, the next day, Hee-geon would turn 5 and it would be the first
birthday we celebrate in America. “Go, eat your food with gladness, and drink
your wine with a joyful heart, for God has already approved what you do.” (Eccls
9:7) I shared this new understanding with my wife and lamented how sorry | was.
Embracing Hee-geon, | earnestly prayed to God. And we were so moved by those
of our community, who heard of their illness and sent medicines and food so that
the children were able to enjoy a modest but happy birthday. “So | reflected on all
this and concluded that the righteous and the wise and what they do are in God’s
hands, but no one knows whether love or hate awaits them.” (Eccles 9:1). Amen.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Tae Heon Jo

Only Psalm 1:1—6

1. What do blessed people not do? (Verse 1)

1) Do not walk in ( ).

2) Do not stand in ( ).

3) Do notsitin ( ).

2. What do the blessed people “only” do? (Verse 2)

They ( ) in the law of the LORD, and (

on His law ( ).

3. What are the characteristics of a tree ‘transplanted by streams of water? (Verse 3)

1) It yields its fruit ( ).
2) ( ) does not wither.
3) Whatever they do ( ).

4. What are the characteristics of wicked people like chaff that the wind blows away? (Verses 4-5)

1) They will not stand ( ).

2) They will not be in ( ).

m Song in Response: | Stand in Awe before the Word




