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Sorry for Being an Old-Folk
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Early in the morning on a restful day, | woke my kids up and said, "Hey
kids, it's a beautiful morning. Let's go hiking and then have spicy blood
sausage soup for lunch”. My kid replied, "Dad, you need to be careful!
If you say things like that elsewhere, they will call you an old-folk." |
know | told them without checking their schedules or asking for their
opinions. However, when | heard the word 'old-folk', it sounded harsh.
It did not make me feel good. During our church staff meeting, | shared
my story with other pastors. One of the younger pastors said that he
wasn't a bit uncomfortable being called old-folk. Initially | thought
maybe he felt that way because he is young and hadn't been called
old-folk before. However, unlike what | had thought, he said it was be-
cause when we reach this age, position and experience, he knows that
he is an old-folk. Therefore, it's not uncomfortable to hear that to him.

In dictionary, the word old-folk is defined as a jargon used by students
and teens to refer to 'dads or teachers or older men'. But recently, this
word is often used to refer to old-fashioned people who force their ways
of thinking on others. Perhaps this is due to adults of this generation
who stubbornly insist on their own ways to our younger generation.
What's interesting is that, although we may not know the accurate origin
of this word, some even translate it as southern(Young Nam) dialect for
the word pupa. It's like an old person with creases that reminds you of
pupa(ppundeggi). The word ppundeggi eventually became kkonde(old-
folk). Our skin naturally loses elasticity as we get old. With repetitive
muscle movements over a long time, we eventually form creases on our
faces. As we build life experiences and with repetitiveness, we lose our
flexibility with our thinking. We think that what we have learned and
experienced is correct, thus forming more creases. We become old-folks.

My apologies for becoming an old-folk, although we cannot avoid be-
coming old-folks with time. If | am going to be called an old-folk, | want to
become a cool old-folk. Instead of being stubborn with my own thoughts,
| want to be stubborn with God's Word. Instead of judging from my own
narrow view, | want to see with Jesus' all-embracing love. Instead of
shouting 'when | was..." and being stubborn about it, | want to embrace
His return and live by His Word, building up good creases as an old-folk.
Even if my kids call me old-folk, I can smile now and feel good about it.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Peter Joo

It's not over yet 2 samuel 16:5-16

1. Have you ever felt discouraged and thought everything was over? Share when it was.

2. In the Scripture, King David said, “Leave Shimei alone, let him curse.” when Abishai requested to cut
Shimei's head off. Why do you think he said this? (Vv 10-11, Ref/ 2 Samuel 15:30)

3. What have you learned from the promise that God gave David? Write down the word of God that
you always hold onto.

+ 2 Samuel 7:14-16
+ Hebrew 13:5

+ Deuteronomy 31:6

4. we might misunderstand verse 12 in the New King James Version (a). If it is translated in a different
version (b), how do you think David would have felt?

V12 It may be that the LORD will look on my (@affliction — ® )
and that the LORD will repay me with (@good — ® )

(@ for—® ) his curse today.

5. If you realize something new about suffering today, share what it is and determine how you would
live it out until the very end.

m Song in Response: You are My Son



