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Bethel Church over Autumn leaves + Jjajangmyun
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2§t 2AL/ Rev., Bryan Kim

My visit to Korea was at the peak of autumn leaves season. | was there to attend
a Westminster Seminary Advisory Committee meeting as well as to catch up on
my scheduled events that had been postponed due to Covid. It happened to fall
on the season of autumn leaves. As | saw the beauty of multi-colored leaves un-
folding before my very eyes, as if the world had been in black and white, | was in
awe. | constantly forged ahead looking at what is in front of me. While living in
California for over 17 years, | realized that | had forgotten about the autumn leaves.
Expectation of eating good food is exciting when visiting Korea. Visiting Korea this
autumn was comfort and a gift from God.

| read a post by a pastor who described signs that were on a jjajangmyun restaurant
he went while taking a trip to see the autumn leaves with his congregation. This
restaurant was well known for good food. There is a sign at the parking lot entrance.
“We don’t have Jjamppong. We also don’t have Tangsuyuk. We only have Jjajang-
myun”. This is why this restaurant is known as a jjajangmyun restaurant and not a
Chinese restaurant. Customers have to wait in line for over an hour and half to get
in. Just before entering the restaurant, there is another sign that says, “We don’t
sell ordinary food.” It seems very bold for a restaurant that only sells jjajangmyun
and no other menu. But the minute you enter the restaurant, you're greeted with
yet another sign. “As soon as you pass through this door, this is your home.” It is
beyond boldness. This made you feel extraordinary and warm. Without ordering,
jiajangmyun comes out. Everyone praises as they eat, “This is the best jjangjang-
myun | have ever eaten in my whole life.” Not just the servers but the owner come
out to instruct you on how to eat their jjajangmyun, raising yet another bar for this
restaurant. The pastor acclaimed that it was a wonderful experience to eat here.

The boldness of this restaurant, with desire to serve the best jjajangmyun to cus-
tomers who came for autumn leaves, perhaps, should be the image of churches
today. How about if a sign is posted at the entrance of our parking lot, “Our church
doesn’t have other menu. We only have Gospel.” Then, after receiving a copy of
Sunday bulletin, as you enter, there’s a sign next to the offering box, “Today’s
message is not ordinary.” And another sign shows, “The moment you enter this
sanctuary, you are a VIP in God’s house(Bethel).” Kindhearted Bethel members,
from smiling faces of parking lot attendants to Café servers, will make everyone
feel comfortable like they are at home.

There is a farewell sign in this jjajangmyun restaurant. Customers laugh as they
pay and make their way out. “Jjangmyun tastes good, when you eat it once in
a while.” It sounds like they don’t want you to come often, but it feels more like
boldness of saying, ‘You will miss out if you don’t come’. Of course, church feels
better when you come often and not once in a while. Minimum is once a week. Let
our Bethel church make you feel good even if you come every day. So good that it
will make you forget about autumn leaves.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim
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SERMON ON THE MOUNT - 30

caMECHANGER  Prayer that Painstakingly Repeats

W (Matthew 7:7-12)

1. Have you ever visited your hometown or home where you used to live, after being away for Apply to Life

many years? How did that feel?

2. Our ultimate expression of excitement and expectation toward God is prayer. What is the subject
of our prayer that ‘Ask’, ‘seek’, and ‘knock at the door’ that shows your earnestness?(wv.7-8)

3. Why did He continue to use action verbs when He spoke of earnest prayer to God?(vv.7-8)

4. Rread verses 9-11 and think about the importance of confirming just who is listening to our prayers.
(Ref: Ro 8:32)

5. The Golden Rule from God is a positive Golden Rule. If we pray believing in Heavenly Father
who hears our prayers, will the subject of our prayers change?(v.12)

m Song in Response: What A Friend We Have In Jesus(Hymn 487), | Do Believe



