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In the World Cup Games in Qatar, Korea played against Portugal. They
were given an additional 6 minutes to play after the second half. Korean
team made a deciding goal to capture a victory. However, just because
they defeated Portugal, the win did not guarantee a place among 16
teams advancing to the next round. Key to advancing was in the hands
of Ghana and Uruguay game which was being played at the same time. If
Ghana wins, Korea could not advance to the final 16 teams, even though
Korea defeated Portugal. If Uruguay wins, with a goal difference, Korea
could advance. However, if Uruguay wins with more than 3 points, then
Korea would not have a chance to advance. When the game with Portugal
was about to end, Uruguay was winning 2:0 with 8 additional minutes left
to play. If Uruguay makes one more goal, Korea would have no chance
of advancing. Ghana played well to keep the same score, and Korea ad-
vanced to 16 teams.

| was more nervous and tensed during the 8 additional minutes of Ghana
and Uruguay game than Korea’s additional 6 minutes. | realized in this
brief moment of exhilaration that we had to fight well. However, truth of
the matter is that the deciding factors about our lives are often outside of
our control. This illustrates the example of our salvation well.

In Philippians 2, we are commanded to “work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling”(v.12) “for it is God who works in you, both to will and
to work for his good pleasure”(v.13). Korea defeated Portugal from the
additional 6 minutes of fear and trembling. As we had to wait additional
8 minutes for the result of Ghana-Uruguay’s game, we realize that there is
no salvation without God’s work.

Ethics of Christians are similar. We must work hard and do our best to be
a good influence. We must do our best even if we have 6 minutes left.
But, without the 8 minutes of grace, our 6 minutes of effort remains only
an effort. There must be God’s grace on our effort to reach victory. How-
ever, without 8 minutes of the grace, our 6 minutes of effort in fear and
trembling will remain only as regret and judgment of superiority and infe-
riority. Therefore, if grace precedes, then our best efforts will become joy
with thanks. This is the secret of faith | learned from the World Cup games.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

Meditation of

PSALM

FOR DECEMBER(1)

The Righteous Way, The Righteous Finish
(Psalm 1:1-6)

1. Have you ever taken a wrong road? Share your experience of searching over an hour to find the Apply to Life
right path.

2. Hebrew poem has clear characteristic of conveying messages through contrasting phrases.
Who is the blessed man compare with?(w. 1, 4, 5, 6)

3. Blessed is the man in v.1 is compared in three different ways. Think about the meaning of each
one and share its lesson.

1) (counsel, thinking)
2) (behavior, attitude)
3) (position, belonging)

4. What is the characteristic of ‘Blessed man'’ in v. 2?

5. Characteristic of Blessed man in v.3 is ‘prosper’. What is your image of prosper?(v.3)

6. What s the image of wicked that is compared to tree planted by streams of water?(v.4) Also how
is the final day of blessed man compared to wicked man?(v.6) As we close out this year,
let's humbly contemplate on which way you have chosen to go. Share today's lesson.

m Song in Response: A Tree Planted by Streams of Water, Blessed Be Your Name



