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ste A / Rev. Bryan Kim
No matter how much you stress on the importance of strong foundation,
it never becomes an exaggeration. Foundation can be easily overlooked
because it is underground. However, no matter how good a building is, it
is useless unless there is a strong foundation. Therefore, decorating a sky
lounge comes after laying a foundational cornerstone. It’s horrible and
frustrating to hear time to time about collapsed apartment buildings and
broken bridges from insufficient foundation. Importance of foundation is
the same for church. Ministries of spiritual growth are not visible to our
eyes. Sometimes we are easily fooled by splendor on the outside that is

visible. However, the true value of our work of laying the foundation, that
is not visible to the eyes, always shines on the eve of new year.

Each new year begin with Elijah Early Morning Prayer for our church. My in-
troduction to Bethel Church was also during an Elijah Prayer. As | look back
on my 10th year of Bethel ministry, there were many memorable and mean-
ingful events, as shown in the Top 10 News. But | think it is the foundation
of prayers that held them together. Each year that began with Elijah Prayer
was filled with many fruits. We cannot recognize any one person for those
works because we cried out together during Elijah Prayer and entrusted the
year to God. The need of special prayer came to me last year with undeni-
able earnest and urgency. That is why we fasted and got on our knees on
Special Early Morning Prayers before Theological Seminars event and se-
lection of new lay leaders. This was not just to add another program. It was
from a simple desire to lay foundation of prayers to keep our church from
swaying. And, God heard our prayers. We give all glory to God for last year.

As a senior pastor, | would like to give you, my beloved congregation,
these words. Elijah Prayer that begins the new year is the foundation
work to build the year on. There is only one desire. That desire is that
all of our exciting dreams for the new year will be built on foundation of
prayers and not for some vain glare. In the beginning, the prayer event
was carried out without much thought since it was an annual event. But
| have experienced much grace at Elijah Prayer, this has now become the
time that is much anticipated. My frustrated and anxious heart becomes
filled with Holy Spirit as | shout out prayers and experience passion com-
ing alive in me for the ministry. | believe that prayer lamp is always lit.
Like pouring oil into a lamp, new year began with spiritual lamp of prayer
lighting up with burning passion. Although prayers are not visible, it is the
foundation to build on. We improve when we are faithful to basic skills.
If we don’t have strong basic skills, we will be defeated. We cannot see
prayers. But like a building’s foundation, when our basic skill of faith is
strong, we can defeat Satan every time. In the new year, always be there
in the place of prayer. Always be there!!
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Fasara=) Zechariah Series Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim
T

RETURNSY . Word to Listen When Life is in Chaos
B_.Q(Z) (Zech 1:7-17)

Fr

1. How much time have passed from last week's passage to today’s passage? (Compare: 1:1, 1:7) Apply to Life

[

2. Sad question the ‘angel of the Lord' is asking God in v.12 is similar to that of Jesus interceding
for us. Confirm the truth that Jesus is interceding for us from reference verses. What comes to
your mind?(w.11-12, Ref: Ro 8:34)

3. Share your lessons as you summarize God's three answers to Israel's desperate situation.

1) (w.14-15)
2) (v.16, Ref: Lam 2:8, Eze 40:3)
3) (v.17, Ref: Rev 21:11,15)

4. Think of ways that God accomplishes peace in us. What efforts are we putting in to have that
peace?(Ref: Jo 15:18-19, Jo 20:19-22. Ro 16:20)

m Song in Response: It is Well with My Soul(Hymn 413)



