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Words | heard often in sermons when | was young was God’s providence.
That is to say that, by God’s providence, Christianity has spread through-
out world’s history. Christianity spread far and wide because of Pax Roma-
na. During 200 years, in the name of Roman Empire, many nations were
united, countless roads were constructed, and education with unified lan-
guage thrived. Before that time, Alexander the Great built a mighty empire
in his name. He designated Greek as official language. The Old Testament
was translated into Greek. The New Testament was written in Greek that
was easily read by general population. Invention of Guttenberg printing
machine gave Luther’s Reformation wings to fly. Luther proclaimed that
every person should be able to read the Word without help from priests.

However, French theologian Jacques Ellul disrupts the opinion that God’s
providence is behind history. He said, “What has been said is true. Alex-
ander the Great’s war of conquest, the era of Pax Romana, and invention
of printing machine all helped to spread the gospel. However, the help is
little to almost none when compared to destruction and contamination
the spirit of Roman Empire and technology advancement caused Chris-
tianity.” | was reminded of YouTube and online worship as | was reading
Ellul’s opinion. It was important for us to be able to worship online while
we couldn’t worship in-person during pandemic. We were thankful.
However, the more we become comfortable with online worship, there
is the danger of worship, message, and praise just becoming contents
to consumer. Our finger tips can easily “turn on” and “off” worship. We
move cursor to the parts that move us or we want to hear, just like shop-
ping. We become consumers of worship contents. Someone criticized
this phenomenon of approaching Christian faith merely as consumer of
contents. It is called Techno-Gnosticism. Our worship and faith that we
must devote ourselves to have been replaced by technology. This is an
expression of worship and life of faith without the presence of our body.

The core of Christian faith is incarnation. Just as God the Son came to earth
for us in human body, we must give our body to God. Devote(hunshin) in
Chinese character means (hun)to give and (shin)body. Devotion is to give
one’s body. Are we consumers of worship? Or, are we devoted to worship?
Are we consumers of God? Or, are we devoted to God? May we be genuine-
ly devoted to God with our whole body and heart in our Lord’s Day worship
as well as in our daily lives. Let us not just consume and waste worship.
Smell of our sweats from hard work must seep through our worship.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Min Ki Hong

The Lord is My Shepherd psam 23

m Song in Response: Abide In Me



