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Fixed Thoughts - while serving [Life Ministry]
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28t AL/ Rev. Bryan Kim

People living in southern California often use “because of traffic...”
in their conversations. This proves that our thoughts are fixed due
to traffic chaos. We think about traffic jam whenever we make ap-
pointments. Leaving home, we think about traffic. Coming home from
work, we think about traffic. As we go to church, restaurant or school,
we are constantly thinking about traffic. We think about traffic while
going to airport, picking up someone, and even when we are eating.
How often do we consider traffic and adjust our driving speed?

When | visited Alabama last week, | learned that people living there don’t
have traffic stress. When making lunch appointment, they would say, “It
takes 10 minutes to get there from the hotel. I'l pick you up 10 minutes be-
fore the appointment.” Here in southern California, don’t we say, “It’s not far
from the hotel. But considering traffic, it will take 30 minutes.”? During my
visit to Alabama, | never experienced traffic jam. Even when coming and
going from the airport, we were never stuck in a traffic. This was amazing to
me. | kept saying “There is no traffic here.” Other pastors responded won-
dering “What'’s traffic?”. They would smile and say, “Isn’t LA always busy?”

People living here seemed to have a traffic stress chip embedded in their
heads. We don’t even feel the stress, living and driving through the busy
streets. However, when | visited this rural town, it made me realize just
how much of stress | was living under in California. Sin is the same way.
It is the stress that is deeply embedded in us. Sometimes, with constant
stress, we become so tolerant that we don’t even feel it. Psalm confesses,
“For day and night your hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped
as in the heat of summer.”(Ps 32:4) When you run with a sack of sand, you
build tolerance to the weight and eventually don't feel the heaviness. But
the moment you take off the sack, you realize its heaviness. Similarly, sin
is a mutation that is deeply embedded in our DNA. Sin is attached to us
like strong glue. Rather than the hope of life like life-giving spring, it will
make us fall into complacency of repeated fixed thoughts of meaningless-
ness, and from our hearts that are in bondage of our situation and refusing
changes. These kinds of ‘fixed thoughts encroach like a slithering snake in
the hearts of pastors as well. | believe this week’s Life Ministry Conference
will break that mold. Like taking out sin chips from this mold of endless
rush to death, | pray that we will rise up with life-giving gospel.
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This is the year I work out my ABS. An—
ti-Lock Braking System. No matter how
good a car looks or how expensive it is, a
car without brakes is completely useless.
The problem we face is not from doing
too little or from failing to accelerate. The
problem is succeeding at the things that
don't matter to God. May this year be full
of trusting in God whether we go, or stay,
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Bethel Grace Church is a Christ—Centered
Community that Expands the Kingdom
of God. This is our vision! This year will
be focusing on being a Christ—Centered
community, We will accomplish this by
growing as a body of believers to reach the
lost! In 2022 we became an independent
church with Bethel Church and Rev. Bry—
an's blessing. Since then, we have been
growing and are excited to reach the sec—
ond generation for Christ! Please contin—
ue to remember us in your prayers!
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Happy New Years Bethel Church family!
Wow! It is already 2023. This past year
felt like a blur and everything seems to be
passing by at a rapid pace. That is why it
1s so important to pause, reflect, and re—
member God's goodness and faithfulness.
I encourage all of us to practice this reg—
ularly so that we would recognize all that
God is doing in the life of our church and
the greater things to come this year! Al-
ways be there!
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Sungsoo Kwon

Fruit of Patience Romans 5:1-6

m Song in Response: Since Christ My Soul From Sin Set Free



