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Learning from Editing Bethel Newsletter

-
- |
0|5 2A} / Rev. Choong Kyung Lee

As an administrative pastor, one of the things | do is publishing the Bethel
Newsletter. | gather announcements of scheduled events from each depart-
ment. After editing the announcements for format, size, and content, | turn
them over to the designer. | gather, edit, and send sermon passage, praise
songs, representative prayer, and cell share notes to the designer. Final
editing of all articles takes place Friday afternoon. Bethel Newsletter team
leader, ministry assigned pastor, designer, and administrative pastor come
together for the final editing. This important review time requires absolute
focus. Unless mistakes are caught and fixed, it will be sent out uncorrected.

What | learned from constant editing work is that those that make mistakes,
make the same mistakes consistently. Even though we notify with guidelines
to those who are writing announcements, they don't often follow Bethel
Newsletter format. Mistakes are always made in similar pattern. Sometimes
| get tired, and resentment grows from repeated editing. Since Bethel News-
letter must be made perfect for our congregation, multiple people perform
duplicate reviews and editing. For instance, with the announcement on page
8, the designer edits first while creating the page, then administrative pastor
edits. To be sure that there aren't any mistakes, a third person reviews and
edits. The reason for this is that if an error is missed by the first editor, it's
difficult to find that missed error no matter how many times the first editor
reviews it. This is the reason for multiple reviews by multiple editors. What's
surprising is that even with this system, we still discover errors and incorrect
sentence structures. Even after the publication, we discover errors.

What | find every time | edit Bethel Newsletter is that | do not see the errors
that others see. Even if | were to review it again, it is difficult to find the error
that I missed the first time around. | am reminded of what Jesus said. "Why
do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no atten-
tion to the plank in your own eye?”(Matt 7:3) Another thing | have realized
while editing newsletter is that men are sinners that cannot see their own
errors and flaws. We are so blinded that we cannot see ourselves. No matter
how hard we try, we can never see what we do not see. What | cannot see,
others see so easily. Learning this, | realized that, in order for me to change,
I need others to see me objectively. The way | can see myself correctly is to
find what Bible says about me. God must see me. | need to learn what God's
community says about me. How can a sinner like me become whole? We
are made whole through the Word and community.
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Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Choong Kyung Lee

If You Listen Closely, You Will Meet

Micah 1:1-5

1. There are times that we experience side effects when we give right and honest advice to benefit
others. On the flipside, we might also get offended from listening to others' bitter advice.
Why would such things happen when the advice was meant to be beneficial? What was the
substance of the issue?

2. Have there been cases where bitter advice has been beneficial and valuable? Why do you think it
became valuable? Have you ever had a life-changing experience where the bitterness you heard
during worship service became spiritually a great value? What was the reason?

3. Do you understand what it means that the Lord is coming from His dwelling place;
He comes down(descends) when you listen closely to the Word? Share if you have experienced
when the Lord came down(descended) into your life by closely listening to His Word.

m Song in Response: Be Thou My Vision



