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42 BA/ Rev., Paul S, Jeong

One of the new life resolutions | decided as 2023 began was "Let's love, not
only with our words, but with our actions.” In keeping with that, | decided to
clean the house on Mondays. As you know, Mondays are a pastor's day off. So,
there are matters that have fallen behind and on this day they need attention.
But I also would like to use that time to rest and recover. Time flew by as | swept
and mopped, cleaning every nook and cranny of the rooms and bathrooms.
And just as | finished cleaning the yard, it was time for the children to come
home from school. And just like that, my precious Monday is almost over.

What | realized while cleaning is that no matter how much you clean, it
doesn't show. Even if you clean it to perfection, it doesn't feel like much has
changed. | now appreciate how my wife has been keeping the house so
clean! | wanted to show off a bit of my cleaning skills and get some credit
for my effort, but it's not as easy as | thought.

During a QT session, this part of God’s Word really touched my heart. In Mat-
thew 25, a king says, "For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat,
| was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you
invited mein, | needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked
after me."” But when "righteous” (virtuous) people hear this compliment,
they wonder what it was that they had done and act all surprised. For them,
they see loving and serving their neighbor as a normal routine part of life.
They may not even remember when they helped others. It's like breathing in
and out without a thought. So there’s no need to show off or take any credit
for it. By contrast, the wicked are rebuked by the king and questioned when
they did not ever do these things. They try to cite any good deed to show
off and draw attention to themselves. Looking at the wicked, at those times
when we are tempted and tested, we can see our own selves in them. In the
midst of our various times of serving, we often find ourselves going through
a time of testing where no one seems to notice or acknowledge our efforts.

However, our Lord Jesus gave us the bread of life when we were hungry.
He gave us the living water that quenches all thirst. He clothed us with the
garments of Christ when we were naked. He healed us when we were sick.
And He saved us from the bondage to sin; when we were bound in chains
and imprisoned. He has done this without ever demanding us to repay Him
or brag on Him. Today, once again, | ascribe my heart to this passage. “The
King will reply, ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me." (Matthew 25:40) Let us not
live a life, taking all the credit, for small deeds done just for show. But I hope
we live serving each individual soul. May we live as to serve the Lord.
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Bethel Church April 23, 2023

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Paul S. Jeong

Meet Jesus at the end of life! wmatthew 9:18-26

1. Have you ever experienced standing at “the end of life” like the girl and the woman in the Scripture
today? Share the experience of being pushed at “the end of your life” as an immigrant, a spouse in
your marriage, a parent in raising children, etc.

2. Compared to the other Gospels, what specific part is emphasized in Matthew? What did Matthew
particularly emphasize in today's Scripture?

3. What do the girl (the daughter of a synagogue leader) and the woman who had been subject to
bleeding for twelve years have in common? What do these two incidents symbolize?
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4. What happened when Jesus contacted/touched these two people? Share how this incident relates
to the cross.

5. Why did Jesus call the woman who had been subject to bleeding “daughter?” Share your experience
of being saved/raised up by Jesus holding your hands and calling you as a daughter/son.

m Song in Response: Gaze Upon Him, A Wonderful Savior is Jesus my Lord(Hym 446)



