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These still chilly evenings | pick up my eldest son from church. One night, he
greeted me warmly as he got in the car and soon thereafter opened the car
window. When | asked why he was opening the window in this cold weather,
he explained that if an enclosed space isn't ventilated, the oxygen decreases
and the amount of carbon dioxide increases, making it feel stuffy. He then
expressed his disappointment that if humans could exhale oxygen, they
could live in water or even on Mars. Many thoughts crossed my mind, as |
drove home that night, breathing in the chilly yet fresh night breezes.

Human respiration involves taking in oxygen and exhaling carbon dioxide
from within. In like manner, the Bible speaks of human sinfulness being gen-
erated from within, not from without. Humanity, as fallen to sin and is likened
as sin, seeks to blame it on everything and on everyone else. But eventually
must come to acknowledge that the root of all sin lies within oneself. As |
thought about this, | wondered what kind of air | was exhaling. As a minis-
ter, it was a serious question to consider. Is my heart and are my words and
actions emitting carbon dioxide or producing life-giving oxygen that save
souls? The more deeply | thought about this question, the more disappoint-
ed | became. All my words and actions have been revealing my sinfulness.

Then, | remembered the comforting presence of God. Not only did God
create humans, but He also created trees that expire oxygen. This cannot
be anything but God’s perfect order of creation. In this way, God's Love and
His message of salvation are implicit in all the mechanisms in the world. Al-
though humans only exhale carbon dioxide, | was grateful for the trees that
expire oxygen. Isn’t this like Jesus? Truly, we are but weak and insignificant
humans who only commit sin and exhale carbon dioxide. Yet, despite that, |
recognized the love of Jesus Who came to this earth for us. He took on all my
sins on the cross and in exchange gave me new breath and new life. This Love
produces in me a new life; much like the life-giving tree.

In the presence of Jesus' unconditional love, once again, | am grateful and re-
minded that | cannot live a day without total dependence on the Lord. Those
who now recognize this Grace must remember the Lord's Love each day with
every breath they take. Now, in this moment, | praise the Lord Who gives me
breath and grants me life. Hallelujah!

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord. (Psalm 150:6)
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Bethel Church May 7, 2023

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Hong Sik Kim

Let's lift the balloon again  watthew 19:13-15

1. Share what your dream was when you were a child.

2. Jesus placed His hands on little children and blessed them. What does this mean?
1) Children are ( ) (Gen 1:29, 3:15, 12:2)

2) Children also need Jesus' ) (Luke 23:28)

Set up a time when you would cry out and pray for the faith of your children and share it.

3. Why did the disciples of Jesus rebuke the children coming to Jesus? Share if there's anything that
hinders children coming to Jesus. (Matthew 18:4,5/19:13)

Share what you can do to help the next generation to come to Jesus at Bethel Church.

4. What would be needed to restore childlike faith? (1 Peter 2:2, Ezekiel 36:26)

( ) ( )

5. Jesus accepts and heals our children. Share how we can lead our children to Jesus and pray about
it with one another.

m Song in Response: Who Am |; Father, Life me up



