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Every time | come home, there is one family member who eagerly
greets me. He recognizes me before | even open the door. He dances
in excitement with his whole body to greet me. Are you curious who
this may be? Last fall when my son was entering college, he wanted
a dog. Pretending that we are giving in, we adopted a two-year-old
labradoodle from a dog shelter. The dog was fully grown weighing at
60Ibs. Being two years old, we thought it would be somewhat trained.
However, the dog was not trained at all in sharing closeness with peo-
ple. Maybe because it was sheltered, the dog even had separation anx-
iety. Coming to our home, to become close, we trained it in two things.
We trained the dog to “sit” on command and to fetch ball. With time
he began to understand my commands. Each time the dog listens, |
reward it with praises “good boy”, or give treats. The dog understands
me pretty well now. It also has a place in my heart.

What’s amusing is that when | come home, the dog always greets me
with something in its mouth. It expects praise. Each time | tell the dog
“You are already a good boy. You don’t have to bring me things”. It’s
futile. During our meal times, interested in food, the dog tries everything
to get our attention. When no one gives food, it comes and sits right next
to me, without being commanded to sit. With sad eyes, the dog stares at
me with a look of expectation ‘I sat, give me food please’. | wonder may-
be I didn’t train the dog well. But I also think ‘it is trying to out-smart me’.

The closer we are, the more we expect of each other. To become closer
to one another, we figure out other’s expectation, and try to meet that
expectation. We share in the joy of fulfilling each other’s expectations.
We become upset when our expectations are not met. Within many
of our relationships, if we don’t have any desired expectation from
a person, then probably that relationship is not a healthy one. Even
more, wouldn’t it be a serious problem if our expectation is unilateral
or love and appreciation are lost for each other? May is a family month,
a month of love. There are people around us that we are thankful for.
We love them, not because they fill our expectations, but just by their
existence. How about if we let go of our expectations and take a mo-
ment to remember those that are precious to us? Thank you, everyone,
for being by my side! | love you just for being with me!
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Bethel Church May 14, 2023

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Sung Chul Hwang

How Far is Filial Piety to Parents rutn 1:15-18

1.1 your parents are still living, as a child, what would your filial piety score be? For reference, a survey

of 500 Korean men and women in their 20's on the filial piety resulted in a score of 60.6 out of 100.

2. i you were challenged by Ruth's story, share specific aspects of your challenge. But if you felt
burdened or rejected by Ruth’s story, share why you felt that way.

3. Asa child caring for parents, if you were to share Ruth’s story with your own children, what part
of the story would you emphasize? Share your reason.

4. Growing up, how often did you hear your parents say “I love you” “Thank you" or “I'm sorry"?
If you grew up not hearing these things, what do you think was the problem? Presently,
do you often say these things to your own children?

m Song in Response: Precious Love, the Love of Mother (Hymn 304)



