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Parent’s Corban(KopB&v)

-
- |
0|5 2A} / Rev. Choong Kyung Lee

There is a story in the Bible about Corban(KopB&iv). In Mark chapter 7,
Jesus speaks of honoring father and mother as Corban(KopB&iv), a gift
devoted to God. But, He rebukes those that says the gift devoted to God
has already been completed as being hypocrites. When | think about this
story, | feel like | am the most conflicted with the Corban. As a pastor, |
obviously think that ministry should always be my top priority. | wonder
if I have used the Corban as an excuse to put less of an effort to serve my
parents and family. And, | wonder if | have even stressed the fact that | am
a Corban, and that | have already done my deed to those around me.

My father-in-law was hospitalized recently. | know | should have called him
to check on his wellbeing. With my busy schedule as an administrative pas-
tor, | kept missing the time to call him due to difference of time between
Korea and U.S. One week passed by very quickly, | was busy taking care
of visitors who want to learn about Wednesday Worship series and about
Bethel Church, serving in Bethel Prayer School commencement and clos-
ing ceremony. And, on the day | was prepared to call, there was a huge
accident in front of our church just before Hephzibah Early Morning Prayer
service. Once again, | missed the timing. Aren’t there enough excuses?

| did call my father-in-law eventually, after situations were handled. What
he said made my heart ache. | felt ashamed to hear him say, “Don’t worry
about me. You just concentrate on your ministry.” | lived my life as a Corban.
| thought | gave myself as a gift devoted to God. But the truth is that my fa-
ther-in-law gave me to God as a Corban. | felt ashamed. Do | think this is only
with my father-in-law? It is the same with my parents who gave their lives
for pastoral ministry and understand life of a pastor better than anyone else.

| discovered my hypocrisy as someone who preaches about honoring par-
ents. If | could not honor parents who are visible to my eyes, how can |
possibly honor and respect God who is invisible. With excuses of being
busy, tired, and praying, | felt ashamed of myself for shouting Corban.
Not being able to cherish parents who are visible to your eyes, and not
being able to show the smallest of care for them, | feel, are inexcusable.
Acknowledging my sin and regrettable heart, | realize that the one offering
up Corban(KopB&v) is not me, but are my parents and family. Therefore,
we need to love and honor our parents and family even more.
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Bethel Church May 28, 2023

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Jae Sik Kang

Let’s be Faithful Believers of Jesus

Romans 8:1-2, 31-32

m Song in Response: Everything is Changed(Hymn 210)



