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0|5 2A} / Rev. Choong Kyung Lee

Work of Holy spirit is truly ironic. God’s Kingdom unfolds in dynamic and
explosive ways. Yet, we discover that the beginning was very weak. God’s
Kingdom was proclaimed and came to us through Jesus. However, the
beginning was at a stable in Bethlehem. It started from a body of man
filled with disgusting sins.

After Jesus died on the cross, then resurrected and ascended, through
apostles and witnesses of the resurrection, number of believers in Je-
rusalem increased explosively. However, after the incident of Stephen’s
martyr by stoning, the gospel that was confined to Jerusalem and re-
gion of Judah was spread beyond the barrier called Jews. In Acts 11:19,
“Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection
with Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the
message only to Jews”, we learn that in the wake of Stephen’s incident,
gospel was preached in far off regions from Jerusalem.

Another surprising irony is that this was the beginning of formation of
Antioch church and gentile missions by those who have not heard and
seen Jesus. According to Acts 11:20-21, “Some of them, however, men
from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks
also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. The Lord's hand
was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the
Lord.” Their names(jargon: those who have not heard, not seen) are not
even mentioned. Gospel was preached to gentile Greeks by the men from
Cyprus and Cyrene, and great number of people believed and turned to
the Lord, ironically forming a church.

This exciting history of God’s Kingdom and spread of gospel did not de-
pend on some unique logic and superb strategies. It unfolded ironically,
and that in itself is an irony. As we learn deep insight of this irony, we gain
even deeper insight. Recently, | enjoyed reading a phrase by Japanese
writer Yoko Sano. “I don’t know anything. | cannot even understand the
life of a single flower. All | know is that | will die without even grasp-
ing who | am.” Average person realizes in old age that, life is not about
knowing or not knowing, it is an irony. It is a writing that | can relate to. |
wonder if this irony is the way God works.

We cannot understand God. We may read this as irony. But, the irony is
God’s amazing providence and greatness. We are in His greatness.
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Bethel Church June 11, 2023

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Kwan Jae Yu

worship 1:  The Faith of Thomas John 20:24-29

Worship 2, 3: A Drama of Recovery Genesis 1:31




