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Last week, | gave a sermon on ‘God coming on a chariot’. | received many feed-
backs from congregation that their ‘morale was uplifted’. Morale is originally a
military term. When fighting spirit increases for soldiers at war, we say that the
morale is high. High morale from seeing the image of God coming to help us
on a chariot is not a state of stillness. It means that the fighting spirit has risen.
Even today, Satan is scheming to make us fall every moment by moment. When
disciples, who dedicated their lives to the Lord, gathered and compared who is
greater, Jesus said, “Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like
wheat.”(Lu 22:31) It means that Satan’s schemes will find you, the congregation
that are reading this column today. The problems that our congregation faces
all the time are never easy. Despite our best efforts, there are times when results
are not as expected. We even fail at times. “It doesn’t work for me no matter

how much | try”. When we are disappointed, if we can see the vision of ‘God
coming to us on a chariot’, we can rise up again with fighting spirit.

One thing we must remember is that, although the victory at war requires
high morale, soldiers must have the right discipline. Congregations’ morale
might be high, yet we often taste defeat when we run into spiritual battles.
That is because we don’t have the right discipline. Even when our morale
is high, our discipline is messed up. When we have the right discipline, our
morale may have fallen off a cliff and dies. However, in the spiritual battle,
we must have high morale as well as right discipline to seal a victory. Say-
ings like ‘what’s the use trying’, ‘sticking to principles will lose people’ are
results from which morale and discipline are out of balance. Morale and
discipline are required even in believer’s life of faith.

Even though your morale may be high from hearing proclamation of the
Word at worship, if you often experience failure in your place of life, then |
encourage you to learn the basics by taking Discipleship Training. Frame-
work of faith is accomplished by discipleship training. If your body has lost
its balance, then it’s important to reshape the frame of your body to be
healthy again. Going to battlefield without discipline and only with morale
is like having an advanced weapon and not knowing how to operate it.

Your morale gets lifted when you treat people to a meal. If you keep going
to good restaurants to treat people in order to boost your morale, you may
feel good, but loose self-control. If you don’t have the basics of consistent
exercise, you will lose your body’s balance and instead gain weight. We are
all soldiers in an invisible spiritual battlefield. Let’s become holy warriors of
hundred battles and hundred victories, with soaring spiritual morale and
hard-earned discipline from training of the Word.
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Bethel Church June 25, 2023

(Fudare=> Zachariah Series Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

RNCY - His name is the Branch
BU__ LD (10) (Zech 6:9-15)

1. Prophet Zechariah is going to whose house, and to receive what? After reading the reference verses, ' Apply to Life ’
tell us the symbolism of these items. (vwv.10-11, Ref: Is 60:4-6)

2. One of the crowns he is to make is for high priest Joshua. Another one is for the man whose name is
Branch, and it is to be left “in the temple of the Lord". Who is “the Branch"? (w.12-14, Jer 23:5, Is 11:1)

3. The Branch will “build the temple of the Lord...will sit and rule on his throne."(v.13) This image
overlaps two positions. Read the reference verses and answer which positions overlap and its
meaning. (Ref: Ps 110:2-4, Heb 7:1-3)

4. How is Jesus, who is our King and High Priest, building the temple of the Lord? (w.13, 15,
Ref: Mat 16:18, Eph 2:21, 2 Co 6:16)

5. “Those who are far away will come and help to build the temple of the Lord” (v.15) Let's look
together at the vision of mission work that the church should pursue and pray. (Ref: Eph 2:17, 21-22,
Rev 7:9-10)

m Song in Response: At the throne of our God, Hope of the Nations



