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If you truly believed in God’s Word
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If God’s Word is the truth, we ought to be fearful of God. If you believe in just
and righteous God who will judge us, we ought to be fearful of God. That
is why the Bible says fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Pr 9:10).
We live today with restraint and tension because we believe in judgement
and hell. This is very obvious. We are liberated as God’s children because
we believe in Him. We also become fearful knowing that we will be judged
according to His Word. Like the 1 Thessalonians passage that we meditated
on during QT-In not too long ago, God will come like a thief in the night(1 The
5:2, Ref1 Pet 3:10). If you believe in the Word, seeing ourselves becoming
lazy in our faith will make us fearful. Thief comes at a time when he is least
expected. Like thief comes at a time when he is not thought about, the Lord
could come, like a thief, when we are spiritually absent. With fearful mind, we
must hold tight to our tension through repenting our laziness and praying.

It's obvious that we must pray and train in the Word to keep our good spiri-
tual health. But the reason we are not fearful, even when a red warning light
of our spiritual state flashes, is because we don’t believe that the judgment
day will come like a thief. If you don’t believe in hell, you don’t feel guilty even
when you sin. Because we are imperfect, we inevitably commit sin. However,
if you believe in hell and judgment, we would quickly repent and return. Sin
of lying, sin of unclean money, sin of inflicting pain on others with words...
when we commit these sins, our hearts ache, cry out, repent and return.

Occasionally | see a motorcycle policeman hiding in our church parking lot
to check the speed of passing cars. Traffic ticket with hefty fine is given out
to those driving over the speed limit. In the past, some of our pastoral staff
were caught speeding and received tickets as they entered the parking lot.
Kakao talk message is quickly sent to others to be careful. Knowing the
possibility of a hidden policeman, we reduce our speed and carefully enter
the church. However, God’s Word is not just about possibility. Even if the
whole universe disappeared, God’s Word never changes. It comes true. If
you don’t believe in His Word, you will live as your heart desires. You will
not fear whether you speed or not.

Students who don’t do well in school do not fear testing. They are not inter-
ested in their test assessment. However, good students study hard in fear
of testing. They give their best to prepare for testing because assessment is
important to them. Let’s not neglect studying and live without fear whether
there’s testing or not. Let’s believe in the Word, encourage one another,
pushing and pulling to keep the faith. Let’s tighten our string of tension with
the Word and prayers.
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Bethel Church July 2, 2023

(GuunE=> Zechariah Series Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

RNCY Spiritual Arteriosclerosis
REBU__ LD (1) (Zech 7:1-14)

1. Itis not an exaggeration to say that most diseases these days are caused by blockage of the arteries. ~Apply to Life
If you ever had stents placed or had a coronary artery bypass surgery, what were the symptoms that
made the procedures necessary?

2. With the approaching completion of the Temple, what was the question that visitors from Bethel
asked and what was the reason for the question? (v.2-5, Ref: 2 Kgs 25:8-9, 2 Kgs 25:25, Matt 6)

3. God answered the question with a question of His own. What was the question, and what does it
mean? (v. 5-6)

4. What do you think were the symptoms leading up to the spiritual arteriosclerosis?

1) ((v.7,11,12)

2) Meaning of “did not turn their backs"? (v. 11, Ref: Neh 9:29, Hos 4:16)

5. What were God's treatment method for spiritual arteriosclerosis?

1) (v. 12, Ref: Heb 12:6-8)

2) (v. 13, Ref: Prov 1:27-28, Isa 1:15)

6. Let us be blessed by the power of the Gospel to renew us, as we think of the methods of treatment
for blocked spiritual arteries.

m Song in Response: O Happy Day, That Fixed My Choice



