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Life of Many Curves
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When | see church members in their 80s and 90s, | bow my head in respect.
These are the people who endured some of the most difficult times. They
were born when the country was lost. While they were seeking indepen-
dence, 6.25 War(Korean War) broke out. They escaped through battle-torn
hills with hardly any food. Like the movie [Ode to My Father], they became
the ones to sacrifice for their wives and children by going to Germany as
miners or participating in Vietnam War. They sang “Let’s live well” and
joined the New Town movement. Many experienced near deaths from
carbon-monoxide in their tiny rental homes. On cold early mornings they
would go to early morning prayer services at a small church where they
kneeled on wooden floors to pray tearfully, unloading their heavy burdens.
When things began to look up, they immigrated to U.S. Unable to speak
English, many worked earning hourly wages in garment factories ran by
Koreans. Some ran grocery stores, getting their produce from early morning
markets. They worked in kitchens of restaurants selling breakfast and lunch.
They took over laundromats and, barely able to take off weekends to serve
in their church. Their sons and daughters would get married and move far
away. They now face empty house where they raised their kids. Suddenly
they are taking many daily doses of medications for their illnesses, turning
grey and aged. When | see these church members, my heart aches.

Children who came to U.S. with their parents, like me, often confuse their lack
of worries over food and other things as blessings of their own doing when
it’s really from the sacrifices made by their parents. If we were to draw lines
of life’s highs and lows, our parent’s generation would have the clear lines of
suffering and mountainous up and down curves. Ours look more like gentle
hills.  worry if we, who have walked only gentle hills, will be able to climb the
mountains like our parent’s generation.

From the Theological Conference on Disability this past weekend, | ear-
nestly thought about families with disability around us and their burden
of yet another life’s curves. What is clear is that those who walked life of
many curves gain wisdom to climb steep hills. Those who walked only flat
roads live according to their own thoughts. Those who climbed moun-
tains of sufferings know how to manage their speeds and understand
how to adjust to changing weather. This wisdom is the evidence of God’s
grace. Through the conference, indirectly, we shared this grace. When we
face the mountains that we cannot climb from our own by gentle walking,
the wisdom we gained becomes our companion to climb the mountains.
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Bethel Church July 16, 2023

Sunday Worship Sermon Note

Q 1% The will of Jesus (Acts 1:4-8) Rev. JaeSeo Lee
Q 2" The way of disciple (Luke 14:25-35) Rev. SeungWon Jung

Q 3% Be opened! (Matthew 7:31-37) Rev. KwangChul Yu




