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Let’s Raise Up The Next Generation!
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| have taught seminary students for the last 10 years. Some are already or-
dained ministers. Many works as pastors(evangelists) at churches. There were
students who were lay-persons with deep interest in theology. They came with
lots of curiosity. Some students thoughtlessly sat through classes without any
questions. Half of the students had jobs aside from school. Not many students
had come prepared for seminary after college. Nowadays number of semi-
nary school applicants are in decline. Impact of this may, in fact it already has
reached churches. It’s not easy to find pastors with dedication for the church.

For the first time, one of the largest seminaries in Korea did not have enough
applicants to reach full capacity of student enroliment. Other seminaries in
the outskirts of country have already reduced their student enrollment, re-
duced teaching professors, and reduced budget. Population drop is causing
people to worry about uncertainty of the country’s future. One retired pastor
mentioned that churches must also reduce. Decrease in population, from not
having any children, is causing elementary schools to become empty. Theniit’s
only natural that church facilities also need to be reduce.

The trend is also showing up in immigrant churches. This is the reality that is
reaching us closer than we want to accept. Many Korean churches in nearby
areas don’t have Sunday schools. These churches are not just for adults. Be-
cause there aren’t any children, there is no Sunday school. | remember when
we were growing up, there were more kids than adults in churches. However,
now, we have more adults than children. Our church is no exception. This is the
reality, and it will become more serious in the future.

We have not taken the God’s command to “Increase in number and fill the
earth” seriously. As a result, we are getting hit like a tsunami. What should we
do at a time like this? Do we just sit back and watch the situation get closer?
Or do we follow the trend and reduce? Or rather, should we be more actively
investing in our next generation with our church and country on the line? |
choose the latter. Even though it’s hard, | think we need to provide the best
education to our next generation. An African proverb says, “It takes a village
to raise a child.” | believe it takes a whole church to raise one person of God.
Thisisn’t up to just a few pastors. We all must mobilize. This is the best way for
us, together, to live our future. Don’t shy away from reality. We must challenge
ourselves like fish swimming against the current, and become a church with
hope and expectation for the next generation. Our weekend church school
along with week-day school run by church will lead that expectation. Let’s
become Bethel that provides source of blessings like Daniel and Esther.
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My view of North Korea was limited to the
media which was mostly about militarism,
KCC changed my views because all our
activities for the North Koreans human—
ized the people and made me think more
about their circumstances without basic
freedom just because they were born in
North Korea. Seeing the collective unity
in everything that we did for this common
purpose of justice, and the impact we can
have even with small numbers are un—
imaginable, After the DC Missions, my at—
titude in life changed and I must give more
thanksgiving but also con—

4 L5 e e e
Fde = 5

tinue to pray and advocate for the North
Korean people.
Caleb Jang(123}4)

Before my participation in KCC DC Mis—
sions, the word 'North Korea' resembled
the image of darkness, threat, and Kim
Jong Un, My KCC experience helped me
mirror my own personal growth and gain
a new perspective on the potency of the
volce's capability to strive for freedom for
the voiceless. During our closing sessions,
we heard testimonies and worshiped to—
gether as one voice in Christ. As tears
were filling my eyes, I realized that now I
am able to use my own voice to be the voice
for our fellow North Korean blood—related
brothers and sisters just as the program
strives for,

Sarah Kim(115}4)
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Bethel Church July 30, 2023

(Fudare=> Zachariah Series Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

RNCY - The Warrior Riding the Foal of a Donkey
'REBUILD (14) (Zech 9:11-17)

1. The martyrdom of Deacon Stephen by stoning is described in Acts (Acts 7:54-60). He was killed Apply to Life
for his faith in Jesus Christ, instead of experiencing wonderful results to happen. What should we
do if similar things happen to us?

2. The promise of God is that He will rescue us from the “waterless pit.” What meaning does the word
‘pit’ carry for the people of Israel? (v. 11, Ref: Gen 37, Jer 38:6, Psalm 30:3, 40:2)

3. God said He will become the warrior of war and battle for the people. How does this appear?
(v. 13-14)

4. The victorious God's people will be like sparkling jewels, like bountiful grain and like new wine (v. 17).
Let us see how the Book of Revelation expresses this, and compare. (Ref: Rev 19:1,7)

5. John the Baptist who foretold the arrival of our Lord was martyred by beheading. What did Jesus
say to console the followers? Please discuss the consolation for us fellow believers as we run
toward the final victory. (Ref: Matt 11:11, Rev 6:9-11, Acts 7:55)

m Song in Response: The Voice of God, On a Hill Far Away



