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| loved to play basketball in my youth. When | was playing basketball,
my fingers were always in bandages from injuries playing basketball.
Now my fingers are much better. | used to play basketball at a park until
sunset. Then we would find a basketball court where you can pay coins
to light up the court, and we played until midnight. When it would no

long be lit up, we would use headlights to light up the court and play
until 1:00 or 2:00a.m., and we would regretfully end the game.

This habit continued through seminary. It was a daily event to play basket-
ball in outdoor court in the back of seminary after classes with colleagues.
They all had families. Time to time we would call on the wives to come cheer
for husbands. After the game, we would go to a Chinese restaurant for jja-
jangmyun. This was one of few comforts for the hard life of seminarians.

One amusing thing is that our basketball skills were mediocre. But when
our wives came out to cheer, our skills improved remarkably. This was
true for all players. When wives came out to sit on the grass to cheer, the
game changed. It wasn’t even that our wives cheered like cheerleaders.
Our wives weren’t even interested in the game. They were busy with
socializing and fellowship. However, it was clear that the presence of the
wives improved the seminarian’s basketball skills. For the same reason,
home game has better probability of victory than away game.

Conclusion of the analysis is that, when you are watched by your loved ones,
you play better, showing 100% potential of your given talent. If there was
a difference in performance according to ‘who is watching you’, then who
you would want to invite to cheer for you will determine who your loved one
is. Our place in life that we work hard for is never easy. It’s a shame that we
pull others down with criticisms rather than comforting words of encourage-
ment. Our precious family and church are communities that are desperate
for cheers rather than criticism and cynicism. With all possibilities opened to
our children and the next generations, what they need is a confirmation from
those sitting in the cheering section watching them of their ‘object of love’.

Who do you want to see sitting in your cheering section? Who do you
expect to come and watch you play? What we know for sure is that,
although the cheering section may seem empty, don’t forget, our church
is cheering for you. And, even though we do not see, our loving God is
cheering for you. Fight on, everyone.
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[ am so thankful to God for the great
experience we had together, I will never
forget worshiping together to sing and
dance like "Stand Strong’, listening to
bible stories like David and Goliath and the
birth of Jesus, and making projects in the
classroom. Thank you from the bottom of
my heart, teachers, staff, and Pastor for
teaching us the word. Thank you for your
sacrifice, love, and prayers.

Joshua Lee(K—1 ZYA)
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Ottni Kim (K1 Z2iAl)

My favorite moment from when I wasin 3rd
grade was VBS, The teachers worked hard
to make it a wonderful time because of
the activities and memorable expressions
when we did bible study. Also, when the
Pastor shared great stories about God, I
saw memorable moments, Lastly, I would

like to thank my teacher and Pastor for
helping me get such knowledge of God.
Thank you!

Jenny Choi( RS Z¢AM)
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I am filled with mixed emotions as I bid farewel] to my wonderful Grade 5
girls who are graduating and moving on to BYM. I have had the pleasure of
teaching and guiding them for the past year and have grown to love each one of
them. These girls have shown dedication and passion for strengthening their
faith, which has been truly inspiring, They have also been kind, supportive,
and caring towards one another, creating a warm and welcoming small group
environment. [ am proud of their personal growth, and I know that they will
continue to seek out God' s guidance. It is bittersweet to see them move on,
but [ am grateful for the time we spent together. To my dear Grade 5 girls, [
wish you all the best. You are always welcome to visit and share a dad joke or

grab some treats. —Ele Cha(ZS& ZA})
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JOYful 2Gather! This is the day that the LORD has made; let us reJOlce and be glad in it. As we celebrate our
47th anniversary at Bethel Church, we invite you to join us in a historical event which includes the making
of a community that is you, the English—speaking next generation, Our mission is to have a place where all
generations, before and after us, can have a sense of unity, as one family in fellowship and worship.

JOY consists of those who grew up in the Korean immigrant church and we call this our home, yet we
struggle with cultural and language barriers. Many of us speak both languages, however, we are looking
to where we can comfortably speak our spiritual language in English as well. If this is you and your family,
we invite you to join us as we launch the JOY community.

» Please register using the QR Code.
» Date/Location: Saturday, Sept. 30, 6pm, Elementary Chapel
» Inquiries: Rev. David Park (718)490-9931, davidpark@bkc.org
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Bethel Church September 24, 2023

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev, Bryan Kim

ou don't want to suffer in Heaven...
(John 15:8—17)

s,
1. Do you have many friends? Or just a few that you can count with your fingers? Apply to Life rﬂb

i ;":’.l:...

2. God called Abraham my friend (Is 41:8). According to today’s passage, how does Jesus call us? (v.15)

3. What is a friend? Let's think about the following one by one, and think of such a friend.

1) Someone who can be trusted with (v.15)
2) Someone who can share with (Ref: Mt 26:36-38)
3) Someone who lays down in times of danger.(w.13-14,

Ref: Mt 26:69-75)

4) Someone who each other (w.12, 16-17)

4. Have you ever lost a worldly friend because of Jesus? Read the following passages and let's share to
comfort each other. (Ref: Mt 19:29, Pr 18:24)

Endlish translations for
worship services via
m Song in Response: Oh, the Best Friend to have in Jesus, What a Friend we have in Jesus Discord



