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28t AL/ Rev. Bryan Kim

As we have been meditating on the Book of Numbers every morning,
[ really hated and was disgusted by the people who complained in the
wilderness. | even felt bad for Moses. Perhaps it's humanly impossible
to lead 2 million people to the promise land. On the 500th anniversary
of Protestant Reformation, before pandemic, about 80 Bethel church
members went to Europe to visit historical sites. We took two buses to
visit places like Martin Luther's Wittenberg Cathedral, Calvin's Protes-
tant Reformation site in Geneva, and University of Geneva. Reflecting
back, | am overwhelmed with gratitude for a truly meaningful trip that
we learned so much from. One difficult task was traveling with 80
people. Just making a restroom break took an hour for the group. It
was hard to find restaurants big enough to accommodate all of us.
Sometimes we had to divide into 1st and 2nd rounds to fit in a restau-
rant. If guiding a group of 80 people was this hard, | can imagine how
difficult it must have been to guide 2 million people.

Moses might have wanted to give up and quit. He would have won-
dered in exhaustion why God entrusted him with these people. He
must have felt a spiritual stagnation. One frustrating question is why
there was no one by Moses' side to cheer and encourage him. His sib-
lings, Aaron and Miriam, who should have been by his side to encour-
age him, also complained and fought against Moses. Moses, while in
his most exhausted state, divides responsibilities by organizing com-
manders for groups of 1000, 100, 50, and 10. He basically reorganized.
| think it certainly helped with operation of the group. However, a
priestly descendent Korah instigated with 250 leaders to oppose and
criticize Moses. Having reorganized the group probably helped some-
what, but ultimately it returned to people problem.

E.M. Bounds said in his book [Power Through Prayers], "People are
looking for better methods; God is looking for better men.” No matter
how good a system is, it is only effective when there are good people.
A good system is developed by good people. It does not usually solve
problem by remaining in the old stifling ways, or naive thinking that
everything will be fine once you start anew. The answer is to be the
person God is looking for. Protestant Reformation was not made by a
system. It was done by God's people. Good church is formed by good
people. May you be the person that God is looking for today.
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The JOYful2Gather event was truly a
blessing. Almost a hundred people came
together to celebrate the birth of the Joy
community at Bethel Church. While dif—
ferent in age and life circumstances, we,
by God's grace, quickly bonded and en—

joyed the fellowship with one another, I
believe it was not by chance but by divine
appointment that joined the Joy commu-—
nity. God knows my heart and my needs.
I felt it was His call to the restoration of
the Joy of the Lord in my life. I hope and
pray that this newborn Joy community
will touch and bring many lives to Jesus
and grow in the love of Christ, ever rejoic—
ing in Him,

Connie Pak A

Joy ministry's inaugural event was a
wonderful experience.
The leaders, organiz—
ers, and volunteers
did an amazing job
of creating an atmo—

sphere that was wel—

71ews) = JOYful2Gather

coming, engaging, and filled with joy. The
food was thoughtful and delicious, and the
entertainment led by Teacher Ma was the
right balance of silliness and fun, As an
English—speaking member of Bethel I am
incredibly grateful to Pastor Brian & Pas—
tor David for bringing this vision to life, I
am excited to see how this ministry will
help to build bridges within the church
and create a space for us to connect and
grow in faith,
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How to faithfully worship our God

The retreat to Mexico was a life—changing
experience for me. When I first arrived, I
was surprised by the amount of poverty
the city was in. The roofs of houses were
incomplete, people lived on streets, and
the church was small. But when I saw the
people worshiping, I was shocked to see
them praying and crying out to the Lord
with all their hearts. Kids danced around
with joy as they sang songs and received
sermons. When we left Mexico, my heart
was sad, but throughout this journey, I
learned the true meaning of Christianity.
Although we might be different in so
many ways, we all have one thing in
common, our God, This mission trip to
Mexico surely taught me how to faithfully
worship our God.

Noel Jung(72)
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Hello, my name is Zion
Lee and I have attended
; Bethel ever since I was
= in Kindergarten, or for
about 20 years. My par—

ents attend the Korean

Journey to faith

Ministry, and my mom currently serves in
the cafel However, she never gives me a
discount. Although Bethel youth ministry
provided me with many fond moments and
seasons, I like to think that the brothers I
grew up with and the pastors who served
us so diligently along the way made my
time in BYM meaningful. They helped me
to feel seen, known, and loved as a part of
the community of Christ when life often
felt confusing and difficult.

[am currently serving the BYM High school
Holos ministry as a teacher, where Christ

makes us whole and we find wholeness in
the community of Christ. I started serving
in various roles and capacities since high
school and never ran into any reasons to
stop. More than any person, program, or
preaching, I hope the students genuinely
experience a personal encounter with Je—
sus at some point in their lives, It doesn't
have to be at Bethel. It doesn't even have
to be soon, but I hope that the community
at Bethel strives to reflect Christ to each
and every one of our young brothers and
sisters in their lifelong journey of faith.
Zion Lee(BYM 11814 TAY)
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Bethel Church October 8, 2023

€Sunday Sermon ) Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim
Book of James

' ”
EAITHIN Have you ever cried over a letter from someone

CTION() (James 1:1)

1. What does your name mean? Apply to Life

2. By referring to the following verses, identify who the author of the book of James is.
(V 1 Ref/Matt 13:55-56, Mark 6:3, 1 Cor 15:5-7)

3. What was the purpose of James not mentioning his “lineage” in his self-introduction?

4. How would you respond when asked the question, “Do you believe in Jesus?” What would be
the correct answer? Write down any realizations you had while listening to the sermon.

5. The letter written in the book of James was directed at a group of people. Who were these
individuals? What commonality do we as immigrants share with them as we read the book of James?
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