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2§t 2AL/ Rev. Bryan Kim

During my student days, | used to share a desk with another student. | re-
member drawing a vertical line on the middle of the desk, and fighting for
my own space. If corner of a notebook crossed the line, we would say 'why
did you cross the line' and argue. If any of eraser shavings gets blown over, a
pencil would roll over from the other side. Not to be outdone, we would throw
used tissues at each other and bicker. | fondly miss those days of childhood.

Whole world is in the throes of war now. War between Russia and Ukraine
hasn't ended. Yet, another war began with armed group of Hamas in Pal-
estinian area shooting 5000 rockets to Israel on October 7th, causing great
number of casualties. There doesn't seem to be a solution to end the conflict
in a long history between Israel and Palestine. In the midst of current situation
where there are thousands of casualties, other countries are making state-
ments picking side with Israel or Hamas. They are reporting list of casualties
blaming each other of responsibility. This image of declaring war of revenge
shows cruelty of humanity and sinfulness. Afghanistan is desperately seeking
aids from recent earthquake of great magnitude. However, many places on
the globe are busy shooting rockets and killing each other.

| wonder if drawing a line on a desk and bickering to take more space have led
to this point. | am shocked once again from destruction and cruelty of sinfulness
within people. Back in our school age years, we would share ddukbokki after
school and call each other 'friend~" and mended our differences. It is pity why
this world divides into 'my side, your side’, and so impatient to kill each other.

| feel a certain level of danger that our home country, a peninsula divided with a
line drawn, may be next after Israel/Palestine. Because of evilness of revenge that
cannot be broken, this image of cruelty and unforgiveness is how sin drives to an
ending of self-destruction. They are driven to this path of destruction toward hell.

Raising questions of who is at fault or who started means that this cycle of
evilness cannot be broken. This is a lesson from history. As more claims of
responsibility are raised in the name of clearing up the past, the ending only
leads to revenge, killing, destruction and fall. And, in the end, history repeats
with another revenge. Forgiveness may lead to an answer. But, who must
forgive whom first, yet, starts another fight. We pray for peace on the land
where Jesus came. We pray for patience to those who experienced grace first,
even if it's not fair. We pray that guns and rockets against enemy will be laid
down one by one. Someone must first end the blame of 'your son should die’
because my son died, or 'kill your son' to 'save my grandson'. Like God gave
Jesus to crucifixion in order to end the war with us, who were his enemy...
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Bethel Church October 15, 2023

€Sunday Sermon ) Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim
Book of James

EAITHm  The Secret of Considering Your Trials as Joy
CTION (2 (James 1:1-4)

o

1. What was the most challenging thing in your life as an immigrant? Apply to Life

2. “Count it ALL joy” means to consider all kinds of trials as pure joy. Summarize the reasons.

1) Because of (V2)
For we are God's , created in Christ Jesus to do good works...
(Ephesians 2:10)

2) Because you know that testing your faith produces .(V3)

Trials yield steadfastness. What does steadfastness (Omopoviiv) mean?

3) Because of not anything. (V 4)

Not lacking anything means resembling at the end of trials.
(Ref/ Heb 12:2)

3. Jesus demonstrated His love to sinners like us through His suffering and death on the Cross.
Through our own suffering and trials, we have the opportunity to experience Jesus’ great love and
learn about His attributes. Share the love of Jesus that you have experienced through your suffering. E ' E

English translations for

worship services via
m Song in Response: More Love to Thee, More about Jesus would | Know Discord



