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We call people 'blessed’ when they are loving, always cheerful and kind,
and those who share laughter and warmth with others around them. When
| visit businesses of our congregation, | often see the Chinese character for
blessings(ii) hung upside down. It's supposed to show an image of bless-
ing being poured out. To be called blessed means that the person pours
out blessing from having received so much. We also call those who have
peaceful homes, children going to good colleges and married well, 'bless-
ed'. However, meaning of blessed in the Bible stresses on 'sharing the bless-
ing' rather than "receiving the blessing'. The word blessing was first used
in the Bible in the story of Abraham in Genesis 12. The Lord commanded
Abram, "Go from your country, your people and your father's household to
the land | will show you." and said "l will make you into a great nation... [ will
make your name great, and you will be a blessing."(Gen 12:1-2)

"You will be a blessing' does not mean that he will 'receive a lot of bless-
ing’. The original meaning is that 'he will share the blessing'. Blessing is
not a possession. Its basic meaning stems from sharing. In order to share
the blessing, you have to receive the blessing. In other words, God gives
us lots of blessing so that we can share. We are the source of blessing
to others. God gives us blessing, but it is not a blessing until it is shared.

In the older Korean translation, it was written "you will be a source of
blessing.” 'You will be a blessing' is a closer translation to the original
Hebrew Bible. However, like spring water flows from its source to quench
the thirst of everyone, | believe that, until blessing can be shared, it is not
a blessing. Then, how do we live a life of blessing?

A while ago, a co-founder of duty-free chain store DFS, Chuck Feeney passed
away after having donated 8 billion dollars, 99% of his wealth. He began
donating one million dollars a day starting in 2000. He has always said, "It's
a lot more fun to give while you are living than after you are dead". A survey
was conducted asking people who always donate on why. Greatest number
of their answers was "The more you share, happiness doubles”. I think this is
the reason that God blesses us. 'Enjoy happiness while we share'.

"Blessed is the man ... his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he
meditates day and night" says the author of Psalm 1. Happy is the one who
has established a relationship with God, and those that are happy are the ones
who share their happiness. Let's all share a lot. Let's share a lot in the name
of God. Greater happiness will come to you than happiness from possession.
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Bethel Church October 22, 2023

€Sunday Sermon ) Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim
Book of James

EAITHnv The Phenomenon of being Spiritually Cross Eyed
CTION (3) (James 1:5-8)

o

1. How can we connect the leap in logic or the missing link from last week’s sermon to today's Apply to Life
sermon? (5a) Refer to the picture in the sermon.

2. What is wisdom? Answer after reading the reference verse. (Ref/ Romans 8:28)

3. How can you gain wisdom? Share the grace that Scripture gives you by filling in the blanks.

1) (V 5a)
2) You should ask God (V 5b, Ref/ 1 John 3:1)
3) (Vv 6-8)

*Thing that hinders wisdom = =

4. What is the “wisdom” of God that you can learn from the following verses? (Ref/ 1 Cor 1:18-21)
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