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Grown-up and GonDae (Boomer, Old Timer, et al.)
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ste A / Rev. Bryan Kim
Our elderly have been termed as either 'seniors' or 'old-fashioned.'("GonDae")
While we may hope to find that son who satisfies his father 100%, the father
seeks to guide his son along the proper path with empathy and encouragement,
even at the risk of sounding like he is nagging. It is the "adult” who ought to set
the respectable example as a self-sacrificing role model. However, oftentimes
the father, discovering his son's flaws, spews criticism with tongue in cheek.
Saying such things as, "You know, in my day" in a mocking tone and with a
condescending expression. He means to offer fatherly advice, but the situation
resembles more of an interrogation from an old "nitpicker". As we enter into the

Thanksgiving holidays, the way to distinguish between an adult and a "boomer"
might be whether or not there is gratitude nuanced in their words.

As | age, and continue to actively serve as a pastor, now with more subordi-
nate juniors than seniors, | find myself inevitably unable to disconnect myself
from appearing as a "Old timer". Recently, | gathered our pastors, and for
the first time in 10 years, | relentlessly scolded the junior pastors. Since then,
I've been reflecting on whether | was too harsh on the pastors, and wonder if
| became the so-called "crabby old-fashioned man". Fortunately, the juniors
handled the scolding with maturity, letting us seniors keep face.

| recently came across the news of the passing of a senior pastor emeritus. The
journalist used the expression, "the aged has faded away" and the message left
quite the impression. The need for such mature senior members is not only in the
family but also in the religious community. When facing difficulties and challeng-
es, there is a desperate need for the guidance and the insight of a compassionate
and mature adult. At an ignorant age of 30, | entered into ministry at a church
in Amherst, Massachusetts. | began in ministry with no Korean churches around
in the area, let alone the "elderly”. | started ministry targeting the intelligent
students studying for their doctorates and the 2nd-generation children of immi-
grants. | felt like | was walking through a minefield every day, not knowing any-
thing about how to preach or visitation counseling. Thus, | went to an aged se-
nior pastor in the borrowed American church to share my troubles and concerns
about ministry. He would always encourage me to find something to be thankful
for in the midst of challenges. Forcing myself to focus on what | was grateful for,
| recall how | inadvertently found healing and comfort. | still remember those
moments, and being so grateful to that pastor, | even named my son after him.

Are we becoming older or are we becoming "old geezers?" As we age, we will
inevitably find ourselves at these crossroads. When that time comes, we may
reluctantly become the "out-dated" elderly hasheen, but by repeatedly con-
sidering things from their perspective, staying updated with one more book,
offering encouragement rather than nagging, and treating them to another
meal, we may become the 'adult’ who has many more reasons to be thankful.
Perhaps, in this way, we can all grow old gracefully.
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Bethel Church November 12, 2023

€Bunday Semon) Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim
Book of James

FAITHIN Secrets of Anger Management
CTION (6) (James 1:19-27)

9

1. James recommends you take godly rhythms(steps) as a way of anger management. Apply to Life
Fill in the blanks to describe what those rhythms are.

( ) ( ) ( )

2. According to the book of Isaiah, “being quick to listen” means to have ‘an ear to listen like one
being instructed.’ What does it mean? (V 19, Ref/ Isaiah 50:4)

3. Ifthere is a believer, who speaks everything he likes to speak (does not keep a tight rein on his
tongue), people say, his faith is worthless. Referring to verse 26, share your experience that
deteriorated your faith due to spoken words. (Ref/ James 3:10)

4. people say it is problematic if someone gets hurt and becomes angry at something said lightly.
Share ideas to be slow to speak. (Ref/ Prob 16:32)

5. What does “the word planted in you" (V 21) mean?

1) (V21)
2) (Ref/ Matt 13:4)

6. Verse 22 reminds us of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Where are you building your house? E . E
(Ref/ Matt 7:24-27)

English translations for

worship services via
m Song in Response: How | Praise Thee, Precious Savior (Hymn 320) Discord



