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God is everywhere. But, God is ever more present in mission fields. Although
this statement is wrong theologically, it is clear that God's work is revealed
much stronger in mission fields. Church planters retreat in Antalya, Turkiye,
with about 40 people serving from Bethel Church, was a place of experienc-
ing God's mighty work. Pastors who are planting churches in Turkiye and

their supporting missionaries from Turkiye, Egypt, Georgia, Iraq, etc., over
300 people, gathered for opportunity to worship, restore and recharge.

One of the pastors from Turkiye, Pastor Isan, was born into a Muslim family.
While he was in college, he read the New Testament out of curiosity. He
was intrigued by Jesus, but he could not find a church to ask questions.
That was back in 1985. It's hard to believe that there was no church where
Christians could gather to worship in Turkiye peninsula. This place is where
Apostle Paul traveled everywhere to evangelize. 2000 years later, there
are still steady streams of people taking pilgrimage here. One of the mis-
sionaries, who served in Turkiye over 20 years, confessed that not one per-
son converted in all those years. In this spiritually barren land, it is a miracle
that we were able to invite over 70 pastors and their families to the retreat.

It's impossible for foreign missionaries to church-plant here. It's a mira-
cle that local pastors, on their own, sacrifice to church-plant here. To find
someone to church-plant, even from Bethel, is not an easy task. However,
churches are being planted like wildfires in Turkiye where refugees from
Syria, Afghanistan, and Iraq are setting up tents and forming communi-
ties. Challenged by this, there are church planters rising within churches
in Turkiye. They have broken the common concept that church must grow
in number and financially stable to be able to plant churches. There are
churches being planted all over Turkiye now.

God cares about everything we do. However, it is clear that God's heart
is more on building churches. Church doesn't have to be large to plant
churches. As a Christian, you learn about church, and have desire to build
churches where there is none. So, this retreat for church planters was the
place where God's focus was concentrated. One new believer is precious.
Then, how much more precious are the church planters? At a glance, it
may seem strange to plant churches in a country that we identify with
terrorism, as seen on news, and that has strained relationship with U.S. |
cannot help but to think that perhaps God's intense gaze is not on Irvine,
but rather remains on their land.
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"After they prayed, the
place where they were
meeting was shaken,
And they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of
God boldly." Acts 4:31 NIV. Mighty God,
Mighty Prayer is our theme for 2024 as
you see on the hoodies marked MGMP.
And I believe as Acts 4:31 says, the mighty
prayers of Bethel Church will be answered
by our Mighty God who sends to us His
Spirit. It is the Spirit of Peace and Joy. He
will shake this House of God and each and
every worshiper, from the babies to our
seniors, will be filled with Holy Spirit God
and proclaim the Gospel with boldness.
May this be the year our prayers be an—
swered by Almighty God!
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Bethel Church

February 4, 2024

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

Christian Oddity o« 1:38

1.1 you have received any grace through the book of James (Faith in Action series), share one.

2. For what reasons did Jesus reply “let us go somewhere else - to the nearby villages?” (V 38)

3. The ancient city, Hierapolis (Col 4:13) in Tlrkiye was famous for its hot springs and even Cleopatra
visited and took a bath there. According to tradition, one of Jesus' disciples came here and was
martyred while preaching the gospel. Batumi, Georgia is a harbor city located on the coast of the
Black Sea. Which of Jesus’ disciples came here and preached the gospel?

4. Howis the preciousness of one soul expressed in the following verse? (Luke 15:7)

5. After listening to the testimony of Elder Jeong-min Ko, you may have decided to make an evangelism
card. Share the challenges or blessings you have received.
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