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Level of Satisfaction of Life
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2§t 2AL/ Rev. Bryan Kim
Every year OECD(Organization for Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment) reports on [Quality of Life of Citizens] for countries. On 22nd this
month, report was announced for 2023. Among 38 OECD countries, Korea
ranked low at 35th place. Countries that fell below Korea in satisfaction
level were Greece, Columbia, and Turkiye. Countries we may be curious
about, U.S. and Japan were ranked 15th and 32nd respectively. It was
strange that the countries that fell below Korea rely heavily on tourism
revenues. These countries possess abundant historical artifacts in world

history. There are many visitors come to see the sites. Yet, in comparison,
their citizen's satisfaction of quality of life fell strangely low.

| had an opportunity to visit seven churches listed in Revelation, my 4-5th
visit, when | visited Turkiye last month. My curiosity again, as it was be-
fore, is that why they haven't excavated and improved more for the tourists.
Since tourists are coming to see even the piles of stones that are just left
alone, perhaps, that hasn't crossed their minds to improve. For example, in
Korea or in U.S., they make models of Tabernacle and Noah's Ark to display.
But Turkiye, where Mt. Ararat is, only shows you the area in the middle of
the mountain that indicates the size of an ark. In Greece, filled with places
of Apostle Paul's 2nd and 3rd journeys like Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea,
Corinth and Athens, including Parthenon, one of the 7 wonders of the world,
they possess tourism assets as the birth place of world history. It is sad to
see that the satisfaction of quality of life for Greeks is at the lowest level.

Then why is Korea ranked so low? The country was once the poorest
country in the world, having gone through Japanese occupation and Ko-
rean War(6.25). But 50-60 years later, it is 10th among World Economic
Countries. The country is unprecedented in world history. From heap of
ashes after war, barely survived with help from U.S. and U.N., Korea is
now helping other countries. Above all, based on ratio of population, the
country ranks 1st in sending missionaries. Then, | don't understand why
the satisfaction of quality of life for people of our country remains so low.
When | emigrated to U.S., having a Parker ballpen was the best. Now, our
children are proud of their parent's country as we are at forefront in arts
with K-drama, K-food, K-pop, and K-classic. Wherever you go in the world,
Korean cars and electronic appliances are the most popular merchandises.

Although we already have what others are envious of, the reason for
the low standing in satisfaction of life, | think, is because we don't have
thankful hearts for what we have, and short-sighted attitude toward life.
| believe having appreciation for what we have, like family and children,
and thankfulness for blessings of peaceful church, and being able to enjoy
them daily are the key to raising our satisfaction of life.
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I was blessed to be a part
of a fantastic cell group.
The group showed great
love,
good chemistry with one
another. However, upon
reflection, my wife and I felt a sense of re—

compassion, and

sponsibility to lead another cell group and
to carry on what we have learned from our
previous cell. I don't think I am a good cell
leader, but with God's help and continu—
ous effort, I hope to lead a group that is
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focused upon continuously learning about
God's word, showing compassion for one
another and being willing to share/lis—
ten on how God impacts each one of us.
Lastly, I hope to continuously pray for one
another,
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Bethel Church February 25, 2024

CSunday Sermon ) Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim
Book of James

FAITHin How to cure spiritual sleepwalking
CTION (1) (James 5:13-20)

o

1. Today's text is James' last words. Since it is the last line of the letter, it makes us pay more attention. | Apply to Life
Compared to the last part of the letter, which mainly ends with greetings, James writes about “those who
wander from the truth.” What does it mean to leave the truth?

2. What will happen if you turn a sleepwalker from the error of his way? (V 20)

1) his from death
(Ref/Mark 9:43, 9:48, Revelation 14:11)

2) his sins
(Ref/Psalm 32:1, 85:2, Proverbs 10:12, 1 Peter 4:8)

3. Think about the people in the Bible who have this disease and diagnose yourselves.

1) (Acts 5:1-5)
2) (2 Timothy 4:10)
3) (Matthew 26:69-75)

4. How can you bring back someone who has left the truth?
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English translations for

worship services via
m Song in Response: What a Friend we have in Jesus(Hymn 487), Transcend all understanding Discord



