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According to the results of a survey of 1,315 professors at national uni-
versities in Korea, the four-Chinese-character idiom Gyeon-li-mang-ui'(
B fl&=%) was selected as the idiom of the year for 2023. The meaning
of 'Gyeon-li-mang-ui' can be interpreted as ‘virtue is lost for one’s prof-
it.' To elaborate, it means 'to be absorbed in pursuing personal gain that
one forgets virtue and interest of others.’ This consensus of the national
university professors may provide a glimpse into the major trends in
changes of thoughts and values of current university students, who are
preparing to become members of the society, and shows overarching
political and societal ideologies today.

Including Socrates, the ancient Greek philosopher Plato listed 'prudence,’
'temperance,’ 'fortitude,’ and 'justice’ as the four 'cardinal virtues.' The ori-
gin of the word 'virtue' comes from the Latin 'vir, which means 'man.' With
the addition of the suffix '-tue," it becomes a word meaning ‘humanness’
or 'the quality of being human.’ In this respect, to truly live in a way that is
most ideal for a humankind and to keep a balanced, harmonious society,
the virtue of justice’ cannot be omitted. Nonetheless, both professors in
Korea and Greek philosophers would agree that ‘virtue’ is now hard to find
today. Ironically, the reason for this is the pursuit of personal gain, a result
of very ‘human’ nature. It only highlights that human does not have the
ability to be ‘just’ or do ‘good” within of themselves.

Upon deeply contemplating on today's reality, | realize that this phe-
nomenon reflects the collective condition of the world. The current era
is becoming increasingly private, self-centered, and even more lonely, as
people tend to think only for themselves and value their own benefits,
making it difficult to find compassion and mercy for others. This leads me
to ask, what the ‘churchlikeness’ is and ‘what it means to be the church’ in
times like this. The Apostle Paul exhorts "Let no one seek his own good,
but the good of his neighbor"” (1 Cor 10:24) and calls upon the church to re-
gard others as better than themselves with humility and to look after the
interests of others, urging us to have 'the mind of Christ Jesus’ (Phil 2:3-5).

| believe that ‘what it means to be the church’ or the ‘true design of
the church’ should display this lacking ‘virtue’ in the world as she em-
bodies the mind of Christ. However, when we Christians speak of 'righ-
teousness,’ we are referring to the true righteousness exemplified by
Jesus Christ. We have been saved and ‘justified’ through faith alone in
the works of Jesus Christ. Therefore, we ought to imitate the humility
and self-emptying of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who did not con-
sider equality with God but took on the nature of a servant. Those who
are indebted to the gospel and the righteousness of Christ are called
the ‘church,” and the church is the ‘hope’ of this world. Therefore, as we
embody the mind of Christ, | challenge you in the name of the Lord to
reveal the 'churchlikeness," manifesting the glory of God.
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The upper elementary lock—in/special re—
vival was GREAT! I could feel the teach—
ers worked hard to make all of us feel
welcomed, safe and have fun. The spe—
cial revival speaker's sermon was fun too.
Some of the activities included nail paint—
ing, watching the Esther musical movie &
playing various exciting games, The next
day, we woke up early for Saturday Hep—
siba morning service, Although most of
us fell asleep, it felt meaningful being at
the service. I will definitely do this again
next time.

Jenny Choi(4&H) m

I loved the Revival/lock—in night. |
Pastor Brian's message was fun to |
listen to. We got to play fun
games after. Sleeping in at
church with friends was a
fun experience. I thank
God for everything.

Luke Byun(43td)

When I first came to revival night, I felt a
little bit dazed/tired; it was a long week,
and I mostly came because of my friends
that were also coming. As we got seated,
the worship team came up. They were one
of the best praise teams I've ever heard,
and what was interesting was that they
kept switching from English to Korean. I
especially liked the praise Holy Forever',
The guest Pastor was really calm and was
funny to listen to, but his sermons also
made me reflect on myself, I prayed and
prayed during that time, and I felt like God
was really moving through me and others
that came, After that, my mind was more
clear and less blurry, and I could SEE God
through my heart! It helped me go through
the week easier, and I got forgiveness from
others I've done wrong to. Overall, this
experience was great and was a big step
for my walk with God, and I hope and pray

we can have those events again!
lan Yun(78!)
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Bethel Church March 3, 2024

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Solomon Kang

Reasons Why Our Diets Fail sonn 11:1-t6

1. Through QTIN, we continue our self-reflection and daily devotion on the Gospel of John again

following the Book of Job. Let us ponder and discuss the commonalities that can be drawn
between the two books.

2. The sisters of Lazarus encountered the insurmountable wall of a family's 'death’ (verses 3-4, refer to
John 11:17, 21). What formidable walls of trial are we currently facing, and how are we responding to
this reality?

3. Letus study the word 'glory" as defined in the biblical original languages.

a. New Testament (66¢a):

b. Old Testament (Ti13):

4. what symptoms manifest due to 'spiritual corpulence™?
a. The Rejection of Eli's Household (refer to 1 Samuel 2:29-30, 4:18, 21-22)

b. The disciples' unbelief (verses 8, 12, 16)

¢. Those who rush against God (refer to Job 15:25-27; 21:14-15)

5. Letus diagnose the reasons for our failure to adhere to spiritual diets.

6. How do we avoid falling into 'spiritual obesity'? (refer to Matthew 4:2,4,8-10, Phil 2:5-11)

7. Believing in the 'glory' that we will soon behold through Christ, which is merely ‘two miles' away,
let us share and reflect upon the trials and temptations we must endure with patience today. .

Endlish translations for
worship services via
m Song in Response: Until the world have seen Discord



