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25t ZAL /gev. Bryan Kim
A while ago, | watched [Roh Gi Wan], a movie about a defector from North
Korea. Actor Song Joong Ki plays the main character of the defected North
Korean. Defected mother and son work odd jobs, avoid Chinese security
authorities, and save money to buy fake Chinese passports from a broker.
While being chased by Chinese security police, he loses his mother ina car
accident. He takes his life savings to get a Chinese passport and is smug-
gled into Belgium. Afterwards, he applies for a refugee status to obtain
a legal status in Belgium. But he faces great hardship to go through the
legal process. In the winter, he barely survives staying in public restrooms
and scavenging trash for food. The public restroom where he spent cold
winter nights gets closed for repair. He wanders through the cold winter.
Before he is about to freeze, he finds a laundromat and faints into a cor-
ner. At that moment, a Korean woman who was doing laundry steals his
wallet. He wakes up and realizes that his mother's life money had been
stolen. After reporting to the police, the culprit was caught through CCTV.
And their connection develops into a relationship that helps each other.
He finds a job under a Chinese name and lives day by day. As a North Ko-
rean defector, he then goes through the legal processes to stay legally as
a refugee. This film depicts the interesting experience of joy and sorrow of
human betrayal and love in his situation where it is more difficult to prove
that he is a North Korean and not a Chinese citizen.

His girlfriend gets deported because of her drug addiction. He, the main
character, sends her with tears and promises to follow her soon... the
movie has a happy ending. The main character, a North Korean defector,
no longer lives in hiding and acquires a legal status that allows him to
stay in a free country without being chased. Then, he leaves the country
to meet his girlfriend, confessing that it was "his fight not to stay legally,
but to have the right to leave legally."

| believe the life of faith of believers is not about a fight to live on earth for thou-
sand years, but a fight of faith to leave here with confidence. During our visit to
Greece/Egypt, we saw sites where pharaohs (Pharaohs) built their own splen-
did tombs as if they would live forever. They were mummified and robbed
eventually by their descendants who built the tombs. Alexander the Great,
who conquered Egypt, looked at deified pharaohs and thought he would also
live forever. He contracted malaria and died at young age of 33. Death, glori-
fied with the expectation of living forever on this earth, ultimately devastates
humans. But | believe that only believers who do their best in every moment
today with the purpose of returning to eternal kingdom will live forever.
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As Passion Week approaches, I begin
pondering about the agony that Jesus
endured on the cross. Although I know
that after the Passion Week, there awaits
the joyful celebration of Easter when Je—
sus conquered death and rose again, still,
contemplating the torture, mockery, and
humiliation burdened upon Jesus weighs
heavily on my heart. However, I come

The Magnitude of Grace

to realize that the significance of Jesus'
suffering goes beyond mere physical and
mental anguish; it directly points to my
sins, Why did Jesus have to endure such
suffering? It's because of my sins... I re-
alize the burdening extent of my sins. I
used to think I hadn't committed such
grave wrongs and failed to fully grasp
how sinful I am. I tried to brush it off, not
considering those as that significant of a
sin. However, as I realize that the range
of Jesus' suffering corresponds to the
magnitude of my sins, I comprehend how
great a sinner I am before God. I under—
stand how immense God's grace is as He
declares me sinless through the suffering
of Jesus. This Passion Week, I will spend
time in repentance before God, humbling
myself before Him, and meditating on the
magnitude of grace through Jesus' cross.
Anna Cho(11sltd)
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Bethel Church March 24, 2024

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

MIGHTY GOD
MIGHTY PRAYER

Breaking Through Drought and Running in Rain
(1 Kings 18:41-46)

1. Do you regularly make time every day for prayers? Do you agree that not praying opens the door Apply to Life
to spiritual crisis?

2. Read 1 Kings 18:5 and describe what King Ahab was doing. Referring to the conversation between
Ahab and Elijah in 1 Kings 18:17-18, with whom do you think does the problem lie?

3. Inwhat posture does the Prophet Elijah pray? What do you think this means? (v. 41-42,
Ref: Eze 36:37)

4. How many times does Elijah tell his servant to go and look toward the sea (Mediterranean)?
Let's understand the reason for this and apply it for ourselves. (v. 43-44, Ref: 2 Kings 5,
James 5:17-18, Gal 6:9)

5. He (Elijah) ran ahead of Ahab all the way to Jezreel in the heavy rain. We can interpret this to E E
mean how we can make a breakthrough during a spiritual drought in our lives. As such, may all
of us participate in a prayer meeting in Bethel Church with all our hearts. E .

English translations for

worship services via
m Song in Response: Take the Name of Jesus With You (Hymn 91), The Trusting Heart to Jesus Clings (Hymn 455) Discord



