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When Even Heaven Would Feel Like Hell
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28t AL/ Rev. Bryan Kim

Jesus said this as He preached the gospel: "The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe in the Gospel"(Mark 1:15). The
core of the Gospel is the kingdom of God. A kingdom is the rule and order
established within the domain where the king's reign reaches. Therefore,
the most important core of this is the king. When will this king come?
When will the kingdom that this king establishes become a reality to us?
What kind of rule and order will this long-awaited kingdom bring with it?
There are many such questions and expectations.

In the world, we often see people trying to elect the king they want, or even
trying to become king themselves. But as people have experienced disap-
pointment and despair through such histories, their longing for the king-
dom that the coming Messiah would establish only grows deeper. For the
Jewish people who had lost their nation and were repeatedly engaged in
independence movements, the coming of Jesus Christ would have naturally
intensified that longing. There was an occasion when Jesus fed 5,000 peo-
ple with five barley loaves and two fish. The people who experienced this
miracle all shared the same thought: "Wouldn't it be great if Jesus became
our king?" But Jesus immediately withdrew from that place. People expect-
ed that if Jesus became king, He would easily defeat the Roman Empire
and establish an independent, self-governing nation. However, knowing
what was in their hearts, Jesus did not remain in that atmosphere where He
might be made king, but instead withdrew to a place of prayer (John 6:15).

People probably thought that if they received Jesus as king, He would be
someone who gives out free food. The kingdom that human beings imag-
ine is extremely selfish—a kingdom where they think of nothing beyond
eating for free and living comfortably. The conclusion of the era of the Judg-
es, when everyone did what was right in their own eyes, was King Saul—a
king established by people like that, and a symbol of self-centeredness. In
contrast, King David—established by God—is described in the Bible as a
man after God's own heart. King David is a foreshadowing of Jesus. That
same Jesus said, "The kingdom of God is near.” It is a kingdom built with
Jesus as the king. It is a kingdom where the reign of God is realized through
those who receive Jesus as King, in the midst of a world ruined by selfish
humanity. To regard the kingdom of God merely as a place of escape from
this weary, broken world is a very narrow view. The kingdom of God is a
present reality—its meaning shines even more in the present tense. | believe
that if we do not experience the kingdom of God here and now, then we will
not enter it even after death. Though it may sound extreme, | would go so
far as to say: If we do not experience the rule of the King—Jesus who dwells
within us—ruling over our selfish desires and our urge to live however we
please, then even in heaven, eternally ruled by Jesus, it will feel like hell.
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Kevin Ma ZAb

=222 | like to do QT everyday!!

I read QTin every morn-
ing on my way to school.
It helps me connect with

God and pray about a va-
riety of things like school,

g =5

examples of instances where kids around

friends, and family. The

my age about the passage help me to un-
derstand and link to the Bible better. It
makes me think about how I could im-
prove my life. The verse, "I will comfort
them. I will give them joy instead of sor-
row," reminds me that God is always with
me and that he will pick me up if I fall
down, and keep me going no matter what.

Alex Song(48t)

QTin is a time to wor-
ship and communicate
with God. In Jeremiah,
31:11-14, God told the
Israelites that He will

save them, fill them with joy, and com-
fort them when they return to God. I saw
that God always wants the best for us and
loves us even when we sin, which touched
my heart because it means that God will
always be graceful, merciful, and for-
giving towards us. During my QT time,
I learned more about God and strength-
ened my faith. Through QTin, I strongly
believe that God is truly talking to me
through this important time.

Helen Hong(58H4)

When I started my QTin,
I did it because my mom
" = forced me to do it. I didn't
EJ AN 2

‘C"“:‘.L

like it at first. It was too
hard and I didn't under-
stand it much. I com-
plained a lot and a lot of my applications
for my early QTin were not to complain.
I've been doing QTin for more than a year

now. I like to read the Jewelry testimony.
Sometimes it is related to my life and I
can learn from it too. One of my favor-
ite things about QTin is that my family
can talk about it during dinner time. The
scripture tells me about what I should do
and what I shouldn't do. It also tells me
how much God loves me. I encourage all
Bethel people to do QTin with the family.

Jeremiah We(43!)

QT is a short, yet great
time to learn God's word.
I have been learning
about freedom, justice
and promises from God.

Even though he hasn't
talked to me, I love his way that always
gives us hope. I can see his miracles and
presence with his people through the QT.
I like to do QT everyday.

Naisha Kim(58!4)
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Bethel Church May 18, 2025

COLOSSIANS LECTURE( ) - Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim
Supreme Jesus!

: Do Not Let Anyone Judge You
(Colossians 2:16—23)

e
1. The Colossian Church was suffering from conflicts and divisions because they forgot about the Apply to Life ?Z”H

essence of the Gospel, instead focusing on actions based on compliance to rules. What example
did Apostle Paul give regarding this? (v. 16)

2. Even Jesus was tested several times due to rules regarding Sabbath day. Read the referenced
verses and explain the truth and reality versus the shadow. (v. 17, Ref: Matt 12:1-8, 1 Cor 13:10)

3. The phrase “false humility” found in verse 18 is explained in detail in verse 23. Does false humility
provide any value to being godliness?

4. Adherence to religious festival, Sabbath day, worship of angels or mysticism does not help in
avoiding sinfulness. On the other hand, what help and value does the Gospel bring to spiritual
maturity and godliness?

5. what resolution would you personally make in order to love the Gospel, and bring true essence,
peace and order to the church?

Endlish translations for
worship services via
m Song in Response: Heart and Soul Discord



