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Darker the sky, Stars shine brighter
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English phrase 'l got used to it' means that you have become familiar.
While living in America, | have become more familiar with English. | was
awkward in the beginning. In the beginning, it was awkward even to say
the greeting 'How are you?' Now it's not awkward at all to greet even
other Koreans in English. Similarly, it could be awkward to praise and en-
courage wife or hushand. Initially, expressing words of gratitude could
feel awkward. But, like learning another language, at some point, you will
become used to it. Some complain, which is really not a complaint, that
when her husband says such thing, it feels like empty words. Perhaps,
when learning another language, it's proper to learn to listen first before
speaking. I still, more than not, translate Korean to English in my head be-
fore speaking in English. That period of translation could feel unnatural. |
think the reason why the wife says her husband's 'thank you' feels empty
is because of the translation time, not that the content is fake.

During our Theological Seminar this weekend, we have listened to
many lectures and sermons on suffering. Hardships that suddenly come
into our lives are like strange guests. It's like foreign language that you
must learn for the first time. When you haven't lived in a foreign land
and haven't experienced learning their language from ABC, pictures of
foreign land on TV are nothing more than a pie in the sky. Being able to
enjoy the foreign scenery worthy of admiration requires spending time
to learn the language and culture. If there wasn't time to familiarize,
despite the beauty, you can't really enjoy the scenery.

It is a misnomer to say that one enjoys suffering. No one claims suffering
for oneself on purpose. However, if you became used to suffering, more
accurately, after some period of hardship and learning, there are things
that will be revealed at last. Borrowing C.S. Lewis's words, at last you hear
God's voice. Author of <Teaching a Stone to Talk> Annie Dillard says this.

You don't have to sit outside in the dark
But if you want to see the stars

You will find that they need darkness
Stars don't need or demand darkness,

You may not seek out darkness to see stars, but there are twinkling
stars that can only be seen when darkness falls. Long time ago, a large
star led the wisemen to Jesus. We will one day, when we are used to
suffering, come stand in front of Jesus.
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Last summer, I fondly remember attend—
ing the Elisha Morning Prayer. My mom
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and I got to meet new faces and quickly
grow close over our daily breakfast talks,
and it was a great encouragement right
before school started, This year, our com—
munity's turn was earlier in the summer,
specifically before my last year of college.
Though there's much excitement, I'm also
equally as anxious about my upcoming
future and have many personal hard-
ships. But like the story of Deborah and
Barak, which demonstrates God's victori—
ous power over worldly limitations, I trust
that God will lead me through my battles.
Like Deborah, I pray that I will build my
life rooted in unconditional faith rather
than worldly expectations,

Andrew Kim
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Bethel Church July 20, 2025

Sunday Worship Sermon Note

Q 1% A Change of Thinking (John 9:1-7) Rev. Kangtaek Lee
Q 2" The Test to Offer up the Promised Son (Gen, 22:1-19) Rev. Eun Jae Joo

Q 34 Jesus Suffered Outside the Camp (Heb. 13:11-16) Rev. Young Jae Song
Q 4" Fooffall (1 Pet, 2:18-25) Rev. Sung Min Hong
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Endlish translations for

m Song of Response: 1st Worship/In the Presence of the Lord 2nd Worship/Gaze on Jesus worship services via
3rd Worship/Thou, My Everlasting Portion(Hymn 492) Discord




