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The Feeling of Being Sidelined
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Not long ago, the breaking news was that Son Heung-min, who had
been playing for Tottenham in the English Premier League, had joined
LAFC in Los Angeles. The announcement quickly spread through the
media and became an exciting gift, especially for Koreans in Southern
California and throughout America. Ticket prices are already skyrocket-
ing, showing just how high the anticipation has become. Having spent
his whole life as a professional soccer player, Son Heung-min is a true
success story—a superstar among stars and a lifelong role model for
countless young players.

But I've also heard many stories from the other side—the players who
were chasing that dream only to have it cut short by injury. Sometimes,
a player signs a lucrative contract, joins a team, and then gets injured be-
fore playing a single game, spending an entire season on the bench. To
outsiders, it might look like a cushy situation—getting paid without even
playing—but for the players themselves, it’s miserable. They feel they’re
standing at a crossroads, wondering if they’ll ever play again, or if this is
the end of the life they’ve dreamed about. And even when a player does
recover and return, often they can’t perform at the level of their prime.
Before long—sometimes after just a season or two—they quietly retire.

When | was young, | always rented sports comics at the local comic
book store. | think it was because | loved seeing characters who, af-
ter years of hard work and perseverance, finally stood at the top. That
storyline stirred something in me. But the reality is that, for most ath-
letes—except for the rare few—their dreams are cut short by the hid-
den obstacle of injury. | learned an important lesson from that: while
working hard to improve your skills is important, being careful to avoid
injury is even more critical. | once heard of a professional baseball
pitcher whose contract included a clause that he was not allowed to
ride a motorcycle. The team had discovered he’d been injured on a mo-
torcycle before, so they made eliminating that risk part of the agree-
ment. In a similar way, we as believers are also on a journey toward the
final day when we will stand before God. Yes, it’s important to read the
Word daily, draw strength from worship, and train ourselves to begin
each day with prayer and devotion. But it’s even more important to
avoid situations where we could suffer spiritual wounds or injuries. We
should take seriously the warning found in the words of athletes who
say, “Being sidelined and left behind feels like what hell must be like.”
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Bethel Church August 17, 2025

COLOSSIANS LECTURE (2 g : Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev, Bryan Kim

St{preh'elesusl The Circumstances of

Those Who Have Faced Dark Times
(Colossians 4:7-9)

e,

1.1 you have kept old letters, share what kinds of letters they are and why you have kept them. Apply to Life ?Z”H

2. What kind of person does Paul say Tychicus was? What kind of person am | in the church?
(v.7; Ref: Acts 20:4; Eph. 6:21; 2 Tim. 4:12; Titus 3:12)

3. Helping Paul and delivering his letters while he had been imprisoned and suffering for nearly ten
years would not have been an ordinary task. Why does the phrase “a fellow servant in the Lord"”
feel more like a badge of honor than just a simple expression? (Ref: 2 Cor. 11:26)

4. what does Paul mean by “my circumstances”, and in what way would informing the Colossian
believers about those circumstances comfort their hearts? (v. 7-8, 9)

5. Read the following verses and share reasons why Jesus can be our comfort. (Heb. 4:15-16;
Heb. 2:8; John 16:32; 2 Cor. 1:4)

Endlish translations for
worship services via
m Song in Response: The Lord Watches Over You, He Knows My Name Discord



