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A Biblical Book-Ending Celebration: Preparing for the Next Series
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28t AL/ Rev. Bryan Kim

As we conclude the "Supreme Jesus" series through our study of Co-
lossians, a flood of emotions comes over me. It feels somewhat like the
tradition of holding a book-ending celebration when a child finishes a
book, and | wonder if something similar is appropriate when completing
a sermon series. In the old seodang schools, when a student finished
learning a book, food would be prepared as an expression of gratitude
to the teacher. In that same spirit, | want to offer at least a glass of wa-
ter to the congregation members who have listened to 23 sermons and
testified to living a life of grace, as a small expression of my thanks. I sin-
cerely thank those who receive the apostle Paul's letter to the Colossians
as the living Word of God today and apply it to their lives. It is because
of such members that | have experienced God as a living, speaking God.
As a preacher, | have realized that | am not merely reading an old text;
rather, | am expositing the Word God gives today, and | cannot deny the
timely message He provides each Sunday. Thus, as we conclude Colos-
sians, | believe that a letter written 2,000 years ago is still alive, still true,
and still an effective guide for life. | hope that in the upcoming cell meet-
ings, sharing this grace will become a true "book-ending” celebration.

As | have prayed about which book of the Bible to study next, | have
decided to focus on the book of Hosea. There are several reasons for
this choice. First, reading Hosea, | cannot shake a deep compassion for
the prophet. He was commanded to marry a woman who would fol-
low other men, and yet, despite how foolish or naive this seemed, he
obeyed. Second, | am in awe of God, who commanded Hosea to enter
this marriage, and yet, in doing so, also appears remarkably "foolish.”

Pastor Tim Keller wrote a book called The Prodigal God. Drawing from
Jesus' most famous parable, The Prodigal Son, Keller points out that the
one who seems most foolish is not the wayward son but God. That seem-
ingly foolish God is vividly revealed throughout Hosea. The prophet who
declares God's message may appear foolish, yet God continues to em-
brace a faithless and unfaithful people instead of abandoning them—God
is foolish in the best and most beautiful sense. | have been in ministry for
41 years, having begun as a 23-year-old pastor. Ministry often feels like
losing oneself and becoming foolish, yet | have learned that the God who
continues to use me without giving up is even more "foolish." As | reflect
on my own plans and gaze upon this God, | desire that we repent togeth-
er and listen to His Word with renewed focus and devotion each week.
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As a TA in the Jr. Elementary retreat, I
was responsible for leading a small group,
motivating the students in my game

group, and having

fun while inspiring

them with Jesus.

During small group
conversations, God
revealed to me the
importance of hav—
ing a sincere, child—
like faith, Growing up in
a world full of distrac—
tions, it is easy for us to
fall distant from God.

However, depending on
Him and trusting in His
goodness is what keeps our faith strong
and rooted in Christ. To every 4th or 5th

grader: your first priority is always God.
Sophia Rhim(95H)

I went to a retreat the other
weekend, and there I expe—
rienced so many new things
while learning more about
God. I learned that people
should spend time with
Him not only privately
but also together in a
group. | also discov—
ered that God provides
for our needs and can
speak to us in many
different ways. Some
of the most fun parts
were swimming, ziplining, doing skits,
and joking with friends at night. This re—

Faith That Grows at Summer Retreat

treat truly helped me go deeper into God's
word, and I felt joyful and thankful,
Sean Kim(5std)

At this retreat, I had many wonderful and
unforgettable experiences. One special
memory was sleeping away from home
for the very first time, At first I felt a lit—
tle nervous, but I quickly became com-—
fortable because my friends were with me
the whole time, Another amazing memory
was zip—lining, where I could clearly see
the beauty of God's creation. I also en—
joyed creating funny skits and watching
others perform theirs. Most importantly,
learned that God can do anything when we
truly believe in Him, I am very thankful for
everyone who made this retreat possible,
Madison Koh(58!)
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Bethel Church

August 24, 2025

COLOSSIANS LECTURE ( Y Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev, Bryan Kim

I .
Supreme Jesus! B The Joys and Sorrows of Fellow Workers:

A Reflection on Mark and Demas
(Colossians 4:10—18)

1. Dolhavea regular "ministry” that | serve for the kingdom of God? How many partners or
co-workers do | have who share the same purpose?

2. As you briefly summarize the people Paul introduces, look around to see if there are similar
people in your circle, and let us express our thanks to them.

1) Aristarchus (v.10, Ref: Acts 27:1-2)

2) Mark (v.10, Ref: Acts 15:36-39)
3) Justus (v.11)

4) Epaphras (v.12, Col. 1:7, Phil 1:23)
5) Luke (v.14)

6) Demas (v.14, Ref: 2 Tim. 4:10-11)

3. What thoughts and insights do we gain from the fact that Paul’s list of coworkers includes people
who left and then returned like Mark, and people who betrayed and left like Demas?
(Ref: Matt. 26:35; Matt. 10:2-4. Rom. 12:18, Answer by comparing Peter and Judas Iscariot.)

4. There were even co-workers who loved Paul so much they would have given their eyes for him
like the Galatians (Gal. 4:15). There is a saying: “Good teachers are made by good students.”
Rather than saying “If there were an apostle like Paul, | would be his co-worker,” let us become
co-workers who help produce apostles like Paul.
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