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There is a movie called [The Pursuit of Happiness] starring famous ac-
tor Will Smith. The main character is a salesman who doesn't perform
well in his job. In financial difficulty, his wife leaves him and their son.
He is unable to pay rent, and he is evicted from his apartment with his
five-year-old son. His life has been reduced to taking naps in homeless
shelters or subway restrooms. In midst of despair, he does not give up
for the sake of his son. He overcomes all odds with iron will, making this
a legendary story of Wall Street.

We all have the right to pursue happiness. The Constitution of Repub-
lic of Korea guarantees 'Right to pursue happiness." Anyone, for their
dignity and value, has the right to pursue happiness in their own will.
What's important here is that this right is given to "anyone." We cannot
distort or overlook another person's right to pursue our own happiness.
Trampling on other's happiness to keep our happiness is a crime. This
is why | believe Christian's happiness is important. In this selfish world
obsessed with one's own values, being able to pursue a happy world
'with' others is Christian's greatest mission. From sharing the gospel
with neighbors to sending missionaries to serve in faraway countries,
we want to be happy 'with' others. For example, while walking, you
found a bundle of ten thousand dollars in cash. You could be happy
for a moment while thinking about what you could do with the money.
What about the person who lost that ten thousand dollars, heartbroken
and in despair? If our happiness is gained through trampling on other's
misfortunes, that cannot be a true happiness. However, if we could give
our honest hard-earned money to a neighbor in need, though we may
have suffered in sweat, we can be happy.

Our happiness certainly has level of quality. Some could not care for
other's misfortune, leading to selfish low-quality happiness. Others
enjoy bringing happiness to others, enjoying higher quality happiness,
even their own hardship as a sacrifice for happiness. | believe we, the
Christians, absolutely have the right to pursue happiness. God prom-
ised and guaranteed it. However, don't think about picking up a bundle
of cash on your walk. Rather, seek after things that will bring happiness
'with' others as we work in sweat with God given health. "And we know
that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those
who are called according to his purpose.” (Ro 8:28)
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Bethel Church September 7, 2025

Sunday Worship Sermon Note Speaker: Rev. Bryan Kim

A Love That Blocks One's Path
with Thornbushes
(Hosea 2:2-13)

. £,
1. God commands Gomer to stop living a life of adultery and sexual immorality. Yet Gomer persists Apply to Life -

Rl

in that life. Why does she refuse to change? (v. 2, 8-9)

2. Gomer mistakenly believed that what God had given her was hers alone, and she followed Baal
instead. When does she realize her error? In your life today, is there anything you're holding onto
or claiming as your own that is actually a gift from God?(v. 6-10)

3. God blocks one's path with thornbushes to keep the one He loves from going astray. What recent
'thornbushes and walls' have you experienced in your life, and how can you recognize them as
signs of God's love? (v. 5-7)

4. |n Psalm 23, David says that the Lord's rod and staff provide comfort. Have you ever experienced
God's discipline and restraints as saving grace in your life?

5. The culture of Baal was focused on wealth, pleasure, and climbing the social ladder. What does
the 'modern-day Baal culture' look like in your life today, and in what ways are you tempted by it?

6. How does the grace of the Cross move you to live differently today? What specific attitudes or
decisions are you being called to make? E ' E

Endlish translations for
worship services via
m Song in Response: Softly and Tenderly Jesus is calling(Hymn 318), Passing Through the Wilderness Discord



